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1 Page 493 line 12, for fini/b+ing read 66. 
4 5 W — 54, — 11, for ſaccage read ſoccage. 72 
1 | 57, — *, for feebled read enfeebled. | 
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REPUBLICAN REPUTED. 


HEN I firſt read Mr. He 5 „ on 
these Rights of Man, it arreſted my atten- 
tion as the energetic, though incorrect offspring of 
an overheated mind. I ſuppoſed him an American- 
torn, deeply impreſſed with the injuries and preju- 
dices of his native land; and therefore, where even 
pardon was inadmiſſible, erroneouſly dealt him ap- 

plauſe. But every favourable ſentiment of him and 
his production has vaniſhed from my mind, fince 


Mr. Oldys, with more than Brucean induſtry, ex- 
plored the defiled ſource of thoſe poiſoned cifuſions, 05 


Hitherto has that reſembled the head of the Mile, as 
theſe do the river itſelf; not, however, i in a ng g 
quality, but i in their turbidneſs and the number of 
deſtructive monſters that wanton in their current. 
Original obſcurity, with the caution of a ſhrewd and 
15 9 91 had Jong 1 55 3 
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. and . know him will, 1 believe, 1 have 8 . 
. aan arr. pod | : 1 


CE 15 mY ) 
pion of cadet from detect ion; | had 8 


eld the infamy of his life in a thick cloud of impoſ- 
ture. But the laudable zeal of his biographer has 
at length diſperſed it, and exhibited crimes of no 
common hue to the awakened indign ation * man- 
. | 


wed Britain, Ted an unnatural foi in that 


"4 ay froward bravo of ambition, whoſe impious arm 

has for years been uplifted againſt the land of his 

_ - nativity. A ſtrong underſtanding unrefined by edu- 

cation, and a ſanguine heart unrectified by princi- · 
ple, have Jong: Preto him to be Cane for a 

name: 


Such a bropenſity; however, i is not 9 0 for 


tis age is too productive of aſpiring, half. bred cai - 
tiffs, like him; and of others, I fear, better qualified 

to ſoar to infamous celebrity on the bloody pinions 

| of treaſon. While thi latter are ſcientifically pre- 

paring their political gaz to inflate the boyant bal- 

Icon of ambition, the former are eager to earn im- 

mortality by the murder of a ſovereign, or the fate 

ful torch of conflagration. Numerous indeed, and 

|  Indefatigably miſchievous has this deſcription prov- 

eld in every age, down from the Epheſſan incendiary 


to the Brito- American link- voy" of Nag J Tomas 


' : 5 8 2 4 8 a 


. 25 one ada bas „ our N 8 name to be 
ain. Sometime before he went to America he aſſumed the final :; 


FY 


1 


This brillant member of two hemi pheres— 
this political ſun, whoſe radiance has been ſo ſtrong- 


y reflected by the Facobine club in Paris, and the I 


Oliverian in London, firſt preſented his feeble daun 
in the town of Thetford and county of Norfolk, The 
writer of his life has cloſely followed him from that 
period, through a ſeries of fifty-four years and an 
half, with admirable perſeverance and authenticity. 
We note with deteſtation this hero's exit from 
*5andwich as a ſwindler, —his ſubſequent entre into 
London as a moſt cruel huſband, his perjury at the 
altar of S. Michael's, in Lewes, —his barbarity to 
another amiable woman,—and his perjurious infi | 
delity in office. Such is the man ſo pompouſly an- 
nounced by himſelf and others as an univerſal re- 
formiſt, the ſcourge of monarchs, 1 * leveller 
of empires! 
The inſtance of bymenesl Seba e 8 
in his life, I could hardly bring myſelf to believe, 
till very circumſtantially confirmed to me by one of 
the moſt reſpectable gentlemen in Lewes ; and then 
did my hatred againſt the unnatural buſband firſt ſug- 
geſt this feeble attack on the erroneous and criminal 
politician, In that town his artificial, not eonſtitu- 
tional inſenſibility to the charms of bridal youth and 
beauty, is univerſally known „ and execrated to a 


proverb. The honey - moon paſſed with all its ſweets 3 


untaſted: another and another ſtill revolved, and left 
che OY bed A vorghs wife f 2 Ws ies 
2 Fage 1 , 26933: . + Page. 33. ET 
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Ier wrongs, however, were as yet but negative : E 
the brute next tried her virtue by active inſult and 
abuſe. Would delicacy permit me to withdraw the F 
veil, and expoſe to the view of an abhorrent world, 
the indignities ſhe experienced from this.not unfeel- 
ing nor exceniric lavage, it would be diſcloſing one 
of the moſt dingy items in the black catalogue of 
human baſeneſs. With all the bawdry of a brothel- 
| bully on his tongue, and the lewdneſs of an enervat- 
ed lecher at his finger's end, he ceaſed not to violate 
the ear and perſon of weeping innocence. Your ; 
- philoſophers of the new ſchool, love to examine = 
things to the bottom: and every day or night pro- 
duced ſomething new to mark the execrable inge - 
nuity of /bis reaſoning monſter. One inſtance] will 
mention, if I can contrive to do fo without groſsly 
offending the reader's delicacy; but am ſure 1 can- 
= not without FACS his e indignation and 
. 1 of * 
| One ni ight, on is return 3 the 3 revelry = 
= 4 a tap room, exhaling the ſweet redolence of beer, 
ö gin and tobacco, he compelled his maiden wife = 
© riſe out of bed, and fit by him, undreſſed and ſhiver- Y 
ing in the midnight cold. With ghaſtly grin he ſur- 
. veyed uncovered charms, while ſilent nature bluſh- 
ed at his obſcene cruelty, and the inefficacy of her . 
own boaſted, baffled inſtinct in the breaſt of man. 
Had he reſted even there, human depravity might 5 
perhaps have been able to furniſh a parallel. But 
8 as in 1 Other fable traits 'of his character, there 
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| ars a depth of delineation which muſt invip an 
infamous originality on his name. While the tyrant 


and his fair vaſſal enjoyed this pleaſurable ſeſe- a- tote, 


the cat, apparently drawn by the congenial feroeity 


of its maſter, came and purred ſympathy with the 


I gloating ſage · Not more ingenious in the inven- 


tion, than quick in the execution of miſchief, he 


took up grimalkin, and forced the reſiſting animal 
where the reader muſt gueſs, for indignant modeſty: 
cannot be more explicit. The two kindred agents 


of this inhumanity, Puſs and Paine, left the bleeds: | 
| ing ſufferer to dry her tears and a crimſon ſtream for 


2 80 with pes nature had furniſhed: 11 


Sen * l companions dof TI amours « fab FM 


for there he did give proofs of his virility, aſked hang 5. 
on his *ſeparation from Miſs Ollive, how he could 
have bedded for three years and an half with allure * 
ing beauty and virtue, without indulging the im- 
portunate calls of paſſion and duty. He anſwered; 
that having married for convenience only, his wife's' 
breeding would be ſubverſive of that prudent ob- 
ject. And as for the tender emotions of nature, he 
had long fince learned to keep them in due ſubjec- 
tion, reſolution alone bein 8 e Jor ſo ane ade * 
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Now, reader, if you can any 1 ger n to view 8 


0 ma a e not more Ticks than true, re- 


es 3 e examine 
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eerxamine it. The man who ſolewuly engaged be- : 


nious head of his defrauded conſort; that man, I ſay, : 


_ torch of Guy Faux, or the bloody knife of Ravillac. 

Is he now within the four ſeas, and does not loyalty. 
tremble for the life of her beloved ſovereign? It 
cannot be ſecure while the author of the © Rights of 


ſtalks at large, unleſs he that ſeeks the ſubverſion of 
our conſtitution, be above the humbler wall. of . 
murdering our king. 


maculate minion; give him the higheſt ſeat at your 
cabals and revellings; but ſhew him this page and 
aſk him if he can diſprove it. If he cannot, (of 


 ſfwerto your country for having patroniſed ſuch ig- 
noble, thorough-paced villainy ? For having cried © 
up ſuch a firebrand as a ſalutary light among na- 
tions? Yes, a Will with a wiſp to lead them 1 into = 
15 all the crimes and horrors of rebellion! I 


5 tion and its * let us now turn to the work it 


1 


fore God to diſcharge all the tender duties of wed- 
lock, with a predetermined, unyielding reſolution to 
the contrary ; who, in fern deſpite of nature, met all 


the unveiled charms of the bridal bed without enjoy- 55 
ment; and who afterwards conſtantly aſſailed with | 


perſonal violence or ribaldry the meek, unquerimo- 


is qualified by monſter-making nature to hold the 


ce Man,” and the quondam huſband of Betſey Ollie, 


Le Engliſh Facobines, more ſeriouſly dung i in 
1791, than were the Jacobites in 1745, hug your im- 


which the reader may be aſſured), how can you an- 


But from the ſponſors of this Faden pat To 


— : 15 


5 


ſelf, a We bale of band Rimulants, la | 
ported by a political charlatan, and puffed of with 3 
malign induſtry by his merry -· men of the Crown and 


Anchor. This modeſt leveller forgets not, in his 


preface, to dignify himſelf by an avowed acquaint» 17 
ance and correſpondence with Mr. Burte. But we 
hear nothing of that gentleman': 5 anſwers to his 
learned friend, except we conſider as a ſummary re- 
ſponſe to them all, his eee abuſe on | the 7 5 


e French revolution.“ 


This contemner of rank next e informs 
us, that he © became much acquainted with the pri- 
vate (nameleſs) ſecretary of the prime miniſter of 
France. Yet this much acquainted pair ſeem to have 
been ſuch ſorry. linguiſts, as not to be able to hold 


a converſ; ation together in any language: 


As if touched with compunction for the varied 5 
guilt of his paſt life, Mr. Paine, we learn, had en- 
gaged, at that period, very warmly in the ſervice of _ 
| philanthropy, and laboured ſeemingly with expia - 


© tory earneſtneſs, for ever to extinguiſh the unchriſ- 


tian embers of national hoſtility, The reader, how- 9 | 


ever, will be able to form a true eſtimate of his fin- 
cerity in fo virtuous, though Quixolic an enterpriſe, 


_ when he conſiders that this volunteer apoſtle of uni- : 
verſal benignity, this herald of amity between rival : 
nations, is at this moment buſy in kindling che 1 8 
blaze of rebellion in the deteſted land of his ] 
nativity, as if Britain were fated to Huſh in flames 
for RS Even. exiſtence to ſuch a miſcreant. lp 
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1 ve. -"Febjin 15 prefatory Na and veracity 1 beg 


a leave to conduct my patient reader to the main 
work, a citadel guarded only by Coloſſal phantoms, 
that vomit flames without heat, and diſplay <« Tights 
© of man” gorgeouſly blazoned on their unſubſtan- 
tial helms. On a nearer approach, that brilliant in- 
ſcription will change to a bloody ſcrawl, © 4 ap- 
N pointment,—d iſa affeetion,—clubs—conſpiracy, e. 
« Zellion.” Approach ſtill nearer, and I hope to 
make that climacteric nomenclature of treaſon alſo 
vaniſh together with the viſionary fabric itſelf, and 
. expoſe to view the WN ſtore of if STE : 
5 Bl puny traitors. "TER: 
1 In the firſt ſentence of this AA puede} 
dan extraordinary inſtance” '—of nothing, — by the 
YZ author of Common Senſe, is but one among man 
= , y 
= proofs to evince that title a moſt impudent 3: 4arepl 
n the ſtrain, and on the plan Mr. Burke was 
17 25 writing, he "Toi have written on 1 as many 
e thouſands.” - Here the writer of the ſublime and 
\, beautiful is, by a ſeribbler of inflammatory nonſenſe, | 
made alſo the writer of a frain and of à plan, —a 
Grub ſtreet bard and an houſe carpenter! But from 
this grovelling criticiſm, let it not be inferred that I 
F, prefumeto ep forward that gentleman? s defender 
1 againſt our doughty politician; ſuch an attempt 
5 would in me be as ridiculous and unneceſſary, as the 
1 conflict of one dwarf with another in defence ofa giant. : 
In the ſecond page, his (one of the beſt heart- 
9 ed men that lives, ) is not r les erroneous in of e : 
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i „ 
matical conſtri Gion, than Ie be i in kauen, 
if applied to the unprincipled author himſelf. 


Does, the pink of philology ſtill make one of de 


Crown and Anchor panegyriſts of Mr. Thomas Paine's 


pam phlet? Does that catchpenny packet of tinder 
bear the imprimatur of the word · wiſe ſtagyrite of 
Purley? Have the ſociety for conflitutional informa=- 


ion diſcarded knowledge of every other kind? Are 


they, like ſome of their levelling predeceſſors, be= _ 
come deſpiſers of all human learning? How mal! 


we elſe account for their extravagant praiſe of a pub- 4 


lication, the literary faults of which are too gro . 


and numerous for the minute notice even 1 of profeſ- 


ſional criticiſm? ad ap SOD, 


Now examine we this three P ü 5 2 | 
the Old Fewry. Strange that in that Antitrinitarian . 
atmoſphere, the number three could have, on any 
occaſion, been adopted. The genius of that fane, 
who, like all its frequenters, i 18 invariably partial ; 
to number one, muſt have been ſtartled at the men- 


tion of a 7rine as a prognoſtic of the reſtoration of 


the two excluded perſons of the divine Trinity,— 5 


Fear not, ** perturbed ſpirit ;” vain are ſuch alatms | 
while a Prieſtley lives. Thy next exertion with him 


beneath the banner of blaſphemous innovation, will 


probably be againſt the one perſon he has ſtill vouch- 


 kated to leave on the throne of Heaven. Among 
the devotees of thy tabernacle; monarchy is conſider- 


ed an infringement on the © rights of man,” arid why 
not on the rights:of angels? It was thought ſo by 


9 * » 
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1 patriot Paine labours to penetrate the vitals of our 
conſtitution, have we really acquired 8 the a, 
. ples of the revolution a right _ 


9 fay we neither could. have acquired nor tid exercile 


| (were there any) mult have exiſted ab origine mundi, 
and every political or civil right, ab origine facietatis. 
Either, I grant, may be revived or Aſerled, but not 
acquired by a nation, at any ſubſequent period. 
William was not choſen, James not caſhiered, nor a 
nero government framed in 1688: therefore no prin 
ciple alluſive to any of thoſe three civil operations, 
could then have been primarily eſtabliſhed. The 
netter prince having fled in a panic from his throne, | 
the former, at the requeſt of the princeſs Mary, who 
had lineally ſucceeded on the abdication of her father, 
and the virtual renunciation of her infant brother, 
vas aſſociated with her in the ſovereignty... A ſimi· 
lar, though not fo auſpicious an union had occurred 
in the reign of our firſt Mary. 


9 Gty of the times was not leſs i importunate than the 


( 10 5 
the enlightened Laddfor and his 3 band, 8 A 
they firſt clubbed to diſcuſs the imputed uſurpations 


But to return tor Dr. Price's prident, with which 


4 To chooſe our own governo? 
« © To caſhier them for miſconduct? * 
4 To frame a new government for ourſelves?” 


any of thoſe rights at the revolution; every natural right 


For that meaſure in William's 1 gee W 


His mi- 


dane wee of his amiable „ 
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litary talents were neceſſary to give permanency to 


; revolution which had been ſo happily effected un- 


der his ſteady auſpices. But it was not to be ex- 


pected that he would leave his principality to fight L 


dur battles in official ſubordination to his own. con- 


fort, The embarraſſment was removed by uniting 
them in ſovereignty as in wedlock; yet conſiſtency _ 
preſerved by proviſionally excluding his children by | 
any other woman from the ſucceſſion, in preference 


to the princeſs Anne, or her iſſue. In caſe of their 
extinction, his own was the next heritable branch of 


the reigning family. And as to our government, 


though conſiderably improved at the revolution, it 
ſtill remained the ſame in fundamentals. But of this 
more hereafter. I haſte at preſent to encounter 


this political Proteus on his favourite ground, where 
he winds and wantons in an ingenious labyrinth of 
ſophiſtry from the eighth page to the ſixteenth, /ac> = 
cording to the eee of the * * edition betors 


me. 
How ne does this 3 app of 


whalebone, wield his republican ſhears over the in- 
jufice and abſurdity of what © in England is called 
* a Revolution!” Who authoriſed, or who could 
** authoriſe the parliament” of 1688 to take away 
the freedom of poſterity?” Ce The rights of man 


* were but imperfectly underſtood at the revolution.” 


he vanity and preſumption of governing beyond 
t the grave, is the mol: ridiculous and inſolent of 
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ful demagogue may ſuddenly ſwell to the madden 
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4 all tyranmies,” % Whatever appertum td ö th 


c nature of man cannot be annihilated by man,” 
Here are a kennel of Sampſonian foxes ſent among 


he inflammablechitdren of diſcontent in conventi. 
cles, coal · pits, work-ſhops, pot - houſes and priſons! 
The obſcurity of his poſitions, like a range of 


ſtakes in a fog magnified to the eye of terror int 


an army, makes the ignorant auditory-ſubſtitu 


fancy for judgment, and may ſoon lead them 1 
feek for their viſionary Gogh in PEE ruins wives out 


church and ſtate. 


. If not ſpeedily ſtemmed, this new torrent of po 


7 thiunk wifdom will alſo find its way into our fect 


and armies. This ignis Græcus, this wildfire of re! 


bellion can pervade all places; it aſcends the gar: 
ret of the ſour ſectary, and kindles into flame thi 


vapours of the mine. Look to it in time, ye ruler 


of the land; or your conſtitution and country may 
be ſoon involved in common ruin. Confider well 
the tendency of thoſe black aphoriſms ſo zealouly 


recommended by certain ſocieties for the propagation 
of rebellion. The man that intimates that the pay 


liament of 1688 did take away the freedom oi 


« poſterity,” evidently endeavours to incite: tha 


| aisfh ＋ anchiſed poſterity to inſurrection. : It is not, DL | l 
ever may it be, in the nature of Engli/bmen to brook 


real or imaginary deſpotiſm. Whatever hand ſtrike 


the chord of Frredom, it vibrates to the Brig 


heart; and from a patriotic overture, the ſucceſs 


ing 


4 13 b 5 | . — 
ing | diſcord of rebellion. We are indeed: no fol 5 


jippiſh as politicians than as valetudinarians ; and 
ire as often the dupes of a gloomy or ſeditious . 
ptleteer, as of an advertiſing empiric. 

hut few inflammatory writers have been ſo 215 5 
ling, and well ſupported as Mr. Paine. I confi- 
tently aſſert, from attentive obſervation, that his 
coarſe ſophiſtry, ſo flattering to the lower orders of 
mankind, has had an alarming effect on their ſen- 
iments; and that no hot-blooded republican ſpares 
labour or expence in diſſeminating the dangerous 
maxims of his pamphlet. : They boaſt that it has [> 5 
long been thumbed with avidity by the ſombre | 
wglodyte of Coruwal and of Lancaſhire; by the 
wid manufacturer of Spitlefields and of Mancheſ» - 
er; (Birmingham too was on the liſt till the day of 


ommemoration ;) by the ſpelling politicians of Waps - 


ping and of St. Giles's ; by the Scotch highlander, 
te Velſo mountaineer, and the Iriſb bogtrotter. 
Every individual in this catalogue is materially 


ntereſted in the exiſtence of a good conſtitution in 


tix Zrizzfþ empire. Now Mr. Paine tells him that 15 
" the Rights of Man were but imperfe#ly under- 


* ſtood at the revolution. What therefore remains 


i this moment that they are ſo clearly aſcertained, 
but to claim thoſe that were unknown and of courle 

uilbbeld at that period? Where this doctrine is 
received, nothing but a favourable opportunity is 

Wanted. to precipitate monarchy from her _—_ | 

and annihilate the envied-creſt of nobility. 


8 e 


of political intoxication, to level and deſtroy. 


3 85 
refuſe of ſociety, ſurcharged with his efſence of 
rights, are ready to ruſh, in the dreadful Paroxyſm 


mob is eaſily excited, and when once in motion. 
vires acquirit cundo, ſwells as it goes. Even where 
its momentum, as recently at Birmingham, is ty. 
multuous /oyalty, horror and devaſtation are fur 
to ſtigmatiſe its progreſs : but how much work 
would it have been, had the fell trump of 2 
caniſin ſounded the ſignal for inſurgeney! | 
The common people of Birmingbam, ſeeing thei 

rel gion, their conſtitution and their king moſt au 
| daciouſly inſulted by an intemperate, unaccomm 
dating deſcription of citizens, roſe againſt them it 
_ precipitate reſentment, but without any though 
of bloody vengeance. The ſcenes of diſſenting 
worſhip were the natural objects of popular fury 

as it was from the political harangues thunder] 
there, the irritating hand- bills in circulation wer 
ſuppoſed to have been culled. The ſhout of tumul 
Was Joyfully heard by unprincipled poverty and vid 
around. They ſwelled the proceſſion till its caul 
and principal leaders were loſt in the undiſtinguiſh 
ing violence and rapine of a motley multitud 
While Juſtice inveſtigates the riſe and atrocity q 

_ thoſe riots, it is to be hoped ſhe will not, with tl 
undiſcriminating brow of floiciſm, condemn and pi A 
niſm all alike. In every caſe of violence, the pr 
vious provocation and its quantum are never left 0 
olf the conſideration of the court: and furely ti 


- 0 . 


. 15 ) 


fame pu niſhment cannot be equitably inflicted on 
che man that is provoked to violence by inſolent 


and rebellious ſarcaſms on his creed and king, and 


on the wretch who, without regard for cither, riſes 
to plunder his inoffenſive neighbour. = 
As the latter has now taſted the ſweets of A 


rection, he will the more eagerly hie to the demo- 


cratic ſtandard of Thomas Paine, Let every de- 
{cription of malcontents flock to this political ora- 
cle, who, like the Pythian enthuſiaſt, or rather the 
Delphic impoſtor, vents his treaſon in enigmatical 
duplicity. This magnetiſing republican will by a 
coup de plume, one daſh of his magic gooſe- quill, re- re- 
move all their grievances, cut in twain the aged 
bonds of ſociety, * involve _ world i in * 
| univerſal anarc ). 

The wiſdom, laws 4 dete of ade 
ꝛre fallen into merited contempt, for © the vanity 
e of governing beyond the grave is the moſt ridicu- 
« lous and inſolent of all tyrannies.” No man is 
now bound to obſerve any laws paſſed before he 
had arrived at the age of twenty · one, the eſtabliſhed 
era of legal capacity. Legal have I ſaid? Pardon 
me, auguſt reformiſt, ſo egregious a ſoleciſm, for 
it was made legal _— ” the , ere e 
of antiquit . 


Ye high-ſpirited aac, wards, ia other : ll 


minors, avail yourſelves of this diſcovery in the 
ſcience of politics : range yourſelyes under that il- 


Uuminating banner to which you may ſoon” oa 
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Win emancipation, Le eldeſt FO whoſe 
eſtates have been encumbered. with proviſion for 
younger children, and ye younger ſons, who think 
your eldeſt brothers have got too much, joyfully 
approach this political Janus, who has a face to 
ſmile on either: Look up with gratitude to your 
common benefactor, who has proved that the old 
fools that begot you, have not a right to * govern 
% Beyond the grave.” If this aphoriſm in the new 
philoſophy has any meaning, which I very much 
doubt, each can conſtrue it in his own favour under 
varrant from Thomas Paine, engroſſed in the phoſ. 
Phoric characters of the tc rights of man.” 1 
All you that are heavily laden with taxes, ſhake 

| off the obſolete burden impoſed chiefly by legiſlators 


that are now no more. Effect and maintain your 


exoneration under that philoſophic writ. Let no 
citizen's life, freedom, or property, now be ſubmitted 
to the mouldy tradition of common law, the origin 
of which our ſages trace in the Saxon, and even in 
the Britiſb ſtory. Ye limited legiſlators: of this il- 
| luminated age, let none of your laws have. the leaſt 
proſpect to poſterity. Outrage not conſiſteney, by 
pretending to govern © beyond the grave. 
Profit by this new light, ye impriſoned, repining ; 
ſons of fraud or indiſcretion: As your expected ge· 
neral gaol delivery was cruelly prevented by the . 
gilance of magiſtracy on the 14th of Fuly, aſſert your 
own rights, the late diſcovered 6 rights of man.” 
. on N eren, „ and burſt from confinement 


* * * 
in ful aforince of being ſ upported by every 7 Repub | 
lican in the nation. Ye dungeons of Newgate, diſ- 
gore, like thoſe of Birmingham and Sheffield, your 


foul contents into the affrighted face of day. Let 
the murderer forth, and the ruffian convict ſtalk at 


large. Their life and liberty, both unqueſtion- | 
ably © appertaining to the nature of man,” are ſa- 

cred under the newly conſecrated banner of illu 
mination, which diſplays this motto to the world— . 


„Whatever appertains to che nature of man can- 
not be annibilated by man.. | 
Having dwelt, I fear too long, on the dangerous 


malignancy of thoſe poſitions, and the expediency at 


leaſt of reſpecting the good old ways of them that 
went before us, I ſhall next endeavour to evince the 
author's ignorance and fallacy with reſpect to the 
revolution, and the natural as well as legal impoſſibi- | 
lity of any diſtin generation's having been hitherto 
exempted from its controul. The generations of 
men are not like crops of wheat or potatoes. The 
fathers ſink not all i into the grave on the ſame day, 
to vegetate into ſons on the next, or become the 
evaneſcent ſeedlings of the ſubſequent generation. 
A race or generation of mediate and immediate le- 
giſlators, of conſtituents and repreſentatives, conſiſts 
of men from the age of !wenty-one to the longeſt 
that hoars the head of humanity. Emergent from 
minority, each individual enters ſingly on the func- 


tions of a citizen with modeſt acquieſcence i in inſti- - 


tutions made before his eee and utterly 
EEE Oe i ns unable 
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mide to repeal them, even were he fo 3 
Thus initiated, either as elector or delegate, in the 
important work of legiſlation, he conſequently be- 
comes a guarantee for the obſervance not only of 
the ordinances paſſed in his own time, but of all 
| thoſe that ſtand unrepealed on our ſtatute books. 
Other infants individually and gradually ſtarting up 
after him into majority, under the ſame conditions, 
coaleſce with the maſs of citizens, as the recruits of 
provident nature to ſupply the occaſional 1 
tions of humanityʒ. ö 
The benefit of ſociety being the only . 
purpoſe of legiſlation, there cannot exiſt any where 
a right, though there nay a power, to reſcind a pood 
law, or intentionallf<o make a bad one. The ma- 
jority of our two Houſes of Parliament could, with 
the king's aſſent, repeal the moſt wholeſome and 
neceſſary of our ſtatutes : but that would be by 
»ſurpation, for there can be no right to do wrong. 
Now if the general intereſt of the ſtate be by right 
an invincible bar againſt the wanton abrogation | of 
good laws, muſt not the general faith, together 
with that general intereſt, be a ſtill ſtronger breaſt- 
work againſt ſuch innovations in the legiſlature? - 
None, ſurely, but a republican of the blackeſt 
hue will deny that the declaration of rights at the re- 
volution, was then for the general intereſt of the 
empire, and continues at this day an ample, unef⸗ 
faced charter of Britiſb freedom: it contains an ex- 
en and full W between the chrone and the 


Bhs ; N befke, F 
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people, the ſovereign thereby pledged to watch 
and ſecure the rights of his ſubjects, and they, in 
return, to acknowledge and obey his paternal 72 
thority, and that of his deſtined ſucceſſors, as then 
appointed by, both the contracting parties, There- 13 
fore while William and Mary, and their ſaid ſuc- 
ceſſors, did, and do faithfully obſerve their part of 
that mutual engagement, the people of theſe realms 


were, and are, and ever will be irrevocably bound a 


to correſponſive fidelity: and the man that advances 

a contrary doctrine may be juſtly conſidered an 
advocate for national perfidy and rebellion. _ 
It was under impreſſion of this irtefragable 
truth, that Mr. Burke faid © that the people of 
« England utterly diſclaim ſuch a right (of chang.- 
© ing the government, or ſucceſſi on,) and will reſi 

" Peter aſſertion of it with their lives and 
fortunes; a ſentiment juſtly complimentary | 


to the good ſenſe and honour of the Britjh Nation. 


We ſurely never can be ſuch mad, political enthu- 
ſiaſts, or conſtitutional projectors, as to give up 
the ſolid bleſſings of an eſtabliſhed, well regulated 
government, in obſervance of the rabid ebullitions 
of a Prieſtley or a Paine. Their demagogical | rant 
has hitherto, with impunity, filled conventicles 
and club-rooms ; but let our magiſtrates timely 
beware how. they let the venomed eructations of ſe- 
dition diverge beyond thoſe narrow precints. 
While William and Mary adhered to the letter 
and ſpiri of the Bill of Rights, and their Coronation © 
5 . „ — . 


J 


Oath, the people could have neither ite or motive 
to: abandon themſelves to the outrage and diftreſs 
of civil war, or fantaſtical revolution. Dueen Mary 
died in 1694, having ſince her acceſſion moſily had 
the domeſtic adminiſtration of government. But 
our anceſtors had at the revolution wiſely provided 
for the contingency of Mary, the lineal ſucceſſors 
demiſe without iſſue, nearly in the ſame way that 
the common law has in private inheritance, diſtin. 
guiſhed | for its national peculiarity and kindneſs, 
the Curlęſey of England: William was to enjoy the | 
Inheritance of his wife while he lived, and the prin- 
on Anne, heir at law, was to inherit on his deceaſe. 
But that princeſs having, in 1700, loſt her only 
AA child, a new 1 was paſſed for the fur- 
ther /eitlement of the crown, which was the prude! 3 
| proviſion of William and his parliament for a 
teftant ſuceſſor, in caſe of his own and "Anne's de- 
miſe without iſſue. In this p proviſionary ſtatute we 
ſee the wiſe and preſcriptive clue of hereditary ſuc- 
ceſſion ſtill preſerved inviolate. The profeſſion of 
the Romiſb Religion having before been declared, 
by a moſt unanimous and neceſſary law of the realm, 
a civil death as to the deſcent of the crown, the 
Princeſs Sophia of Hanover, and her iſſue could 
then be the only lawful inheritors. The 
Bill for the further limitation of the Cai ber. in 
11700, was only declaratory of the long eſtabliſhed | 
rule of regal ſucceſſion in this empire. Its date 
having been but eleven Yours lower than that of the 
lorious 


glorious declaration of alli our rights, rights evil not 
natural, which ſticks ſo nauſeouſſy in the faſtidi- 
ous gorge of republicaniſin, and the majority of the 
ſame electors and elefiees having, of coufſe, been 
till living, 59h were wn acts of one on the 9 75 
generalion. 

Queen Anne having died i in 1714, Gi Goats 
Elector of Hanover, the next (lawful or Proteflant) 
heir to the Britiſb throne, aſcended it in twenty-five | 
years after the Declaration of Rights, and in four. 
teen after the other declaratory A# of Settlement. 
Were it neceſſary, I could here, in a minute and 
authentic genealogical detail, ſhew how this prince, 
the firſt of our kings of the Brunſwick line, inberil. 
ed by lineal or collateral deſcent from the ancient 
monarchs of England, Scotland and Ireland, that 
- throne which his truly virtuous great grandſon now 
fills with ſuch deſerved applauſe and proſperity. 
The Coronation Oath of George the Firf?, and his 


ſolemn inveſtiture in the royal ſeat of his an 


lors, was a reciprocal engagement between him and 
his new ſubjects, equally obligatory on both. Had 
he even had no claim of inheritance, the nation that 5 
had placed him in ſo exalted an office could have no 
right to caſhier him while he faithfully diſcharged its 
important and weighty duties. Many of thoſe who 
had promoted the memorable event of 1688 and 
1689 were ſtill in being; and a very great majority 


of thoſe who had voted for the 4# of Settlement. 


| T ee no generation had yet paſſed away ſince 5 
| 1 9 Bee fy "0 


\ the nein, that 1 in our E 0 pain - 


fully irritative to the viſual nerves of certain pairi- 


otic gentlemen, well Known at the corner of Amun. 


del Hreet. es 
. George the Firſt having: - worn \ the Britihh « crown 


: en years, was ſucceeded by his ſon with the I 


approbation and homage of thoſe who, had in the 


ſame ſpirit and duty witneſſed the coronation of : 
the father. Can the republican eye as yet diſcern 


the extinction of any generation from the acceſſion 


of William the Third to that of George the Second, : 
| a ſpace of only thirty cight years ? Ic certainly Can» 
not, for many of the patriots of 1688 were fill 
the living hoary chronicles of that glorious era, 
and happy. witneſſes of the bleſſings it produced. 
In gradual coaleſcence with younger legiſlators, 
they ſtill preſerved in the ſenate a ſort of collegiate 
| identily, which by the ſame means is continuable 


to the end of time. The indefatigable ſeythe of 


that deſtroyer, it is true, had not been laid by or 
blunted; but it was individuals not generations it 
cut down, and thoſe were as quickly replaced by 
new nativities. The ,/age femme has ever been as 
buſy as the undertaker, and will always be. ſo in 
this fruitful iſland: unleſs the notorious ſelf-denial 
af Syoic Paine, or the piquant miſogyny of Ren- 


wick Williams ſhould unhappily become univerſal; 
, George the Second ſurvived his royal father : 


F years, but enjoyed not his throne, unaſſa i. N 
eld * rebellion, That, however, was oeculo 
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of Stuart. Ta their Went was mif- 
placed, they acted from a good principle. Un- 
like our preſent malcontents, they laboured not to 
overturn the throne becauſe it was the repo/itory of 
royalty, but becauſe they thought it u/urped. This 
prince, however, (may it be the fate of all his de- 
ſcendants when fo attacked) ſurvived the laſt efforts 
of abortive rebellion fifteen years, and left the 
 bereditary ſceptre of theſe realms to his grandſon, 
who, on his acceſſion, was congratulated by many 
that had paid the ſame devoirs of loyalty to George 
the Second, and fate in legiſlation with Ne flors, who 
had formerly ſwelled the cry of patriotiſm againſt 
James, and Open to elevate his Heir t to the abdi- 5 
cated throne. 5 
Thus has there Kitherts beck! no beck, no 
gur over which the wiſdom. of 1689 could not 
ö um to poſterity: and never may the fang of . 
publicauiſi be able to delve fo fatal a chaſm for 
oa Britiſb conſtitution. May its bleflings, while 
time laſts, deſcend like the gentle electric fluid, 


and no gloomy rebel be able to break the chain of 
communication. 


May loyal Britons with united 9 


hearts and hands be condudiors of them, each to 5 | 


| the other, while their enemies experience in their 

juſt reſentment, a power no leſs fatal than the | 
lightning of the angry clouds! May tampering i 

ledition learn to its own ruin, that every good 


citizen, of this- flouriſhing empire thinks kimſelf >" 
Ds ine", 
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| indiſpenſibly bound to che 3 reigning family, 
while the auguſt office of royalty is ſo honourably 
and virtuouſly filled as it hitherto has been by our 
ſovereigns of the Brunſwick line. 

Even were the Coronation Oath, and Bill of Nagl 
at any time violated by the king, yet -while there 


remained a probability of. the exalted delinquent! $ 


amendment, the wiſe ſpirit of our conſtitution 
would not inveſt us with a temerarious right to 


caſhier him, to chooſe another, nor with the violent 
hand of innovation, to haſh the beſt government 


that experience has hitherto faſhioned for the hap- | 
pineſs or admiration of mankind. If obſtinate 


in misfeaſance, he ought to be reſtrained by an ex · 


traordinary regency, like that of the barons over 
Henry the Third after their meeting at Oxford, and 


after their victory at Lewes; or like that of the Earl 
of Arundel and the other eleven commiſſioners over 


Richard the Second. . Should he prove perfidious 


and incorrjgible, as the latter prince did, a ſimilar | 
fate-ſhould await him: But after his depoſition, no 
choice ſhould be thought of while any of the royal 
ſtock could be found who might legally inberit, and 


would engage faithfully to. diſcharge the ſublime 55 


9 15 duties of beredilary Joverergnty. 


But let it not be ſuppoſed chat I aſs $04 


intimate that any particular family had an indefeaſi· 


ble right to the ſceptre, or had a paramou nt property, 


5 whatever their own conduct, in the citizens of this 


| realm, T Lhe en good of the community ſuper- 


feces ; 


WF -— 
ſedes every other conſideration ; and that great ob» 
ject has been always found to be beſt promoted by 
limited and hereditary monarchy. But where its 
power 18 unreſtrained, it too often degenerates into 
tyranny; and where i is elective, it esst the 
bauble of Ariſtocracy. We enjoy it limited and be- 

reditary, diveſted of all its deſpotic terrors, yet ſuf 
ficiently effective for the wiſe purpoſes of its infli- 
tution. Deteſted be the man who would ſeduce us | 
from the paternal wing of ſuch a government into 
the wilds of ſedition and barbarity, in ſearch of the 
ſavourite phantom of political alchymy ! Where we 
and our anceſtors have plighted our ligeance to 
| ſuch a ruling. power, we are under an indifloluble 55 
tie to obey it, till abuſed. Then, indeed, would . 
the publie ſafety require our reſiſtance, and the pub- 
lc good a transfer of it, when abſolutely neceſſary, 
to the next eligible individual of the royal houſe, -in 
order to avoid the great inconvenience FAT a Cy ; 
elective monarchy. * 
But what occaſion had the oy Jewry reines | 
to enter on ſo unpleaſant a diſcuſſion, or expatiate 
on inflammatory theories and public contingencies, 


which the virtues and popularity of the preſent ; 


reigning family would almoſt lead us to think im- 
poſſible to be realiſed. At this happy juncture of 
royal benignity and national proſperity, how unne- 
_ celſary,—how malicious are ſuch ſuggeſtions! Self= 

defence againſt a king or a cobler, —againſt a ſcep- 
tred deſpot, or a greaſy demagogue, a Richard, or a 
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Wat T: re PARRY the uſurpations of a court or a 
conventicle, i is our natural privilege, and that of all 


nations. None, however, but the knaves or cox- 


ecombs of diſaffection, would ſo unſeaſonably touch : 


on our right, as they call it, of reſiſting the ideal,— 
- the exempli-gratia abuſes of royalty. That a man 
has a right to ſue a divorce in caſe of his wife's in- 
fidelity, or a warrant for apprehending the man that 
robs him, cannot be denied. But how rude and im- 


pertinent, by way of precaulion, to deſcant on the 
one right to a ſpotleſs bride, and on the other to a 
friend of unimpeachable character. Yet not leſs un · 
ſeafonable nor injurious to the public and private 
virtues-of our gracious ſovereign, are the republican 
inuendoes that lead me thus into indignant prolixity. 
Loyalty, thank God! never glowed with more 
genial fervour in the breaſts of the Britiſb, Iriſh and 
Colonial citizens of this proſperous empire than at 
preſent: nor was the prevalence of that laudable ſen- 


timent ever more neceſſary. While the banner of 


rebellion bore the deteſted features of popery en- 
broidered in its centre, almoſt all ſets and parties 


were united in efficacious oppoſition to its progreſs, 


But now that it preſents to the diſcontented and 
vicious: a faſcinating frontiſpiece, with ( rights of 
© man' for its motto, every envious eye of impo- 
_ profuſion and projectorſhip, of perſonal ob- 


ſcurity, of profligacy, and of rapine, peers with plea» - 


ſure at the alluring title; next begins to ache 2d the 
eee that occur ee laſtly ſhoots a 
 lrellng 1 
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levelling glance along the new-ſet- ſword of inſur- 
rection. The Old Jewry tr; peters ſound their 


loudeſt. recheats for the ſcattered blood - hounds of 
rebellion; turn the aſſumed manſion of piety and re- 


ligious inſtruction into a ſeminary for ſedition; in- 


ſtill into the heated minds of their followers all the 
gloomy rancour of Calviniſin, without any of its 
morality; and emit the rays of falſe zeal to cheriſh 


the club-cluſtered ſpawn of conſpiracy, thoſe cater- 
pillars of inſurgency,—thoſe political grubs, which 


the firſt blaze of revolutionary conflagration would | 


ripen into harpies and dragons. 


a l N ene enn 
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I here beg leave to offer a few more . on : 


Mr. Paine's arguments againſt the conſtitutional du- 


rability of the Bill of Rights, and the AZ of Sutegſ-- 


Von. Leaving the villainy of ſuch a doctrine total- 
ly out of contemplation, I ſhall. attend only to the 5 
reaſoning by which he would enforce it. Were our 


generations Cadmean, did each race ſpring, Zout's 


enſemble,from a POO of teeth, or were they : 


hatched by the ſun. into being like the progeny of : 


the Mile, every freſh crop or brood of men would be 
at liberty to form what conſtitution they pleaſed.— 


And when they became all extinct, and another Pro- 


melhean generation was moulded and baked into ex- 
iſtence, the new batch would certainly be free, or 


— ah dari ends he I 


having been loſt with its authors; and ſo on, ad in- 


fimitum, with every inſulated tribe, ſympathic in 


death as in nn, But as nature has ordered 


matters 5 
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matters s otherwiſe, ſo have the ethics and Sn of 


this country wiſely faſhioned its government of a 
more durable matter and form, likely to terminate 
oth with the ſolar ſyſtem, which it ſo happily re- 
ſembles in the wiſdom and durability of its laws. 
The body of our ſtatutes, many of them local, 
temporary or experimental, may, like a forefl, be 
_ occaſionally thinned; but the conſtitution itſelf is 
immoveable as the rocks that hem our favoured 
iſle. The circumſlances of legiſlation may be change. 
able as the vernal ſky, while the conſtitutional orb 


| tous tres que rotwndns—diffſes its genial nfl 
_ ence with unceaſing, impartial ray. The clouds of 


diſaffection may be exhaled from conventicles and 
_ club-roows, to obſcure it; and the mooneyed repub.. 


lican, blinking at its luſtre, may endeavour to wreſt 


it from its aged vortex. But I truſt it will for ever 
defy his malice, for, flrange to tell! mobs now ſeem | 
riotous only to puniſh its enemies; and our ſenate 


zãs not infected with a ſingle breath of ſedition. 


5 Ae public treaties „bequeſts, or any other public 


and equitable tranſation that took place before the 


\ birth of any man now living, obligatory at this day? 
Are the grants and leaſes made ſome centuries back, 
ſtill to be conſidered as reſpectable muniments? 
And ſhall not the moſt ſolema and exalted contract 
of compact that a whole nation could collectively 
make, be ſacredly obſerved by that nation while the 


7 conditions on the other THO: are ee 80 


flled? | at 
py 0 That 


. 20 3, 

That an expatringed 1 ſhould inſult the 
ſacred: aſhes of anceſtry—minxerit in patrios cineres— 
is no wonder: but that any reſpectable deſcription 
of men in this country, any club or ſociety ſhould 
publicly recommend his ſeditious doctrine, does no 
honour to them, nor yet to the age or nation in 

which they are permitted to live. But it is well 

that they have thus openly avowed their principles 
and intentions. Ye Howards, Seymours, Somerſets, 
Ryſſels, and Cavendiſhes beware of the quo warrants 
| of the Old Jewry revolutioniſts. Have your illuſ- 
trious anceſtors received grants of land, or patents 
of nobility from the Crown, that metaphor ſo grating 
to the ear of Mr. Paine? Thoſe were the favours of 
deſpots who ruled a land without a conſtitution, the 
arbitrary deſcendants of a lawleſs conqueror, there-. 
fore void in their nature, and no way — on this 
enlightened generation. 

The innen rabble now 1 the " / rights | 
of man” too well to regard mouldy preſcription, 
or the conſtitutionleſs alienations of antiquity.— 
There are coblers and ſtay- makers who have as ca- 
pacious ſtom achs as any hereditary ar: Nocrat that 
ſports a ſtar; and, by the levelling © rights of man, 
have equal pretenſions to the good things of this _ 
land. The bonds that heretofore connected ſociety, 


are ſoon to be ſnapped by the brawny ſinew of |} 


Molocracy. The political chain is to be melted - 
down; the higheſt and the loweſt links will fuſe j into 2% 
one promiſcuous mals 1 in the glowing furnace of in- 


novation. 
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| novation. An Ol Ferory man will blow the bellows, 
While the conſtitutional tinker of 7 hetferd breaks up 

the old ftate-kettle, and directs the chief vehemence 
of both fire and hammer againſt its obnoxious bead. 
85 But in the opinion of plain men, who cannot com- 
prehend this new doctrine, national juſtice and in- 
tereſt muſt ſtill rarify the wiſe regulations of our fore- 
fathers, at the ſame time that the gradual and im- 
_ ne perceptible decreaſe and immediate ſucceſſion in the 
= #fenate, and in the nation at large, prevent the ſinall- 
1 eſt chink in the broad pannel of political exiſtence; 
make it impoſſible to find a generation not reſponſi 
bly implicated in the conſtitutional engagements of 
anceſtry. Therefore, by the ſucceſſionary decrees 
of our predeceſſors , at and fubſequent to the revolu- 
lion, we and our poſterity are bound as ſubjects to 
Mr. Paine's favourite Brunſwick line, while there 
exiſts a Proteſtant repreſentative of that illuſtrious 
ſtock. Limited monarchy and loyalty, thus ſpliced 
together by the renovating hand of time, — 
the regal deſcendants, and in ours, preſerve, I hope 
for ever, an happy continuity in deſpite of the dark 
| or overt efforts of republicaniſm. The king and 
people, like a ſole and an aggregate corporation, | 
will deſcend together in legal and political immor- 
- rality, unleſs Bent be taught to deſpiſe their moſt 
lacred duties and obligations, by the new-fangled 3 
ſophiſins of a man who, not content with having 
broken his own ſolemn yows and oaths to Godand 
to o his "wite,—20 his king and to his country, labours : 


on „ # 


ſtill with diabolical zeal to nage others to 1 fk 


jury and rebellion. 


Humbly truſting that I have n now Sees from ' 


innovating ſacrilege the holy urn of our anceſtors, I 


ſhall next endeavour to reſtrain from further -miſ : 
chief the 1 impious hand that would have overturned 


it; would, in the wanton wickedneſs of Noah's 


oraceleſs ſon, have uncovered the nakedneſs of his £ 
ris and with Neronian ſabre, "ve violated he 


womb that bore him. 


His unfair ſtarement of the Raden 1 in 
language harſh, forcible and incorrect, like his 


wen is a a fitter obj ect for the ART: Reviewers 


already Were ae den in that ae e in a 


manner highly honourable to them as ſcholars and as 


citizens. One verbal inaccuracy, however, I can- 
not help wiſhing to rectify. He mentions a French 


revolution, which, I conceive, ſhould have been writ- 
ten evolution. Our high-ſpirited neighbours, hav- 


ing violently wheeled different ways out of the 


ſquare of deſpotiſm, like new-ſhorn ſheep out of a 


fold, have ſince been butting at random againſt each 


other : and with the unnatural rage of wolves, aſſail- 


ed the kindeſt ſhepherd that had ruled them for ſome 


centuries. If the facility of his nature accorded too 


much influence to a meddling but faſcinating prin- 


i ceſs, and through her to a cluſter of inſolent or ex · | 
travagant favourites, ſuch abuſes, as well as the many - 
other * etabliert invafions of Penne, * 
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„„ 
have boon amply redreſſed oat heaping u wanton 
Inſult and ſeverity on the guiltleſs head of Louis. If 
the degrading load of feudal uſurpation oppreſſed 
them, it could have been removed without devoting 
to flames and aſſaſſination the property and life ofa a 
humane and generous nobility. How numerous 
and ſhocking the barbarities which, under influence 
of the levelling rancour of republicaniſin, have re- 
cently diſgraced a poliſned and beneficent nation! 
Had they profited by the example of the Engliſh re- 
volutioniſts of the laſt century, they never would 
have baniſhed juſtice and humanity in new model- 
ling their conſtitution. That once generous and 
74 gallant nation, unhappily ſophiſticated by the late · 
forged philoſophy of ingenious, immoral vagabonds, 
ſuch as Rouſſeau and Paine, as devoid of principle 
as of property, aſſumed the impenetrable breaſt · 
8 plate of republicaniſm ; ſmiled at the expiring con- 
vulſions of ſlaughtered innocence; and, by unpre · 
cedented refinements in their new Jpeaacles of hu- 
man butchery, far outcrimſoned even the bloody 
treachery of Launay. Having at the ſame inſtant 
thrown off the livery of deſpotiſm, and the robes of 
humanity, they have ever ſince celebrated their a- 
lurnalian orgies in the diſguſting nakedneſs of bru- 
tal anarchy; have pulled down the painted domicil 
of ariſtocracy, but ever ſince huddled in bloody ; 
groups beneath the cold canopy of nature. E-ovluti 
fed non re-voluli. Violently diſengaged from arbi- 


 trary government, N {till wander e from 
| rule 
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rule and ſubordination: but thoſe are terms not ad- 
miſſible into the vocabulary of Gallic freedom. If 
men are to be accounted happy when they really are 
ſo, the French, when in the poliſhed fetters of deſpo - 
tiſm; were objects rather of envy than of pity to their 
neighbours; ed quantum mutati ab illis ! Now wrap- 
ped in the ſavage dignity of republicaniſm, they are 
too proud to be happy, and, I fear, too far advanced 
into the bloody torrent of revolution, to return with 
ſafety. O Fance! late the ſmiling nurſe of cour- 
teous charities and ſocial ſuavity, bid this barbarous 
fanaticiſm ſubſide; contemplate the gathering cloud 
of foreign vengeance; let prudence and moderation, 
if poſſible, diſperſe it before it burſt with confederat- 
ed fury on your plains and cities. _ Portiter otcupa_. 
porlum. Let the benign Louis, raiſed to the neceſſary 
elevation of a chief magiſtrate, announce your re- 
turning wiſdom and juſtice to indignant Europe. | 
At the forty-ſixth page ends our author's account. 
of the Gallic tumults, which have afforded more 
cauſe for regret, than gratulation ta the mind of ge- 
neral philanthropy. What a pity thoſe eſtimable, 
though erroneous Aru gglers for freedom, had not 
liſtened to honeſter adviſers, and deſerved a better 
hiſtorian than Mr. Paine! Covered with 'the min · : 
gled gore of guilt and innocence, that revolutionary N 
Drarvcanſin poſts from the porſſonneries and lanternes 
of Paris, to break a freſh lance with Mr. Burke on 
Engliſh ground, hitherto reputed the favourite ſoil 
of freedom, © But it ſeems to have been all a dream 
ooo nity. eu es FO 
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adn natives, and of the ſurrounding 8 
that envied them. Rights of man” will ſoon ex- 
orciſe, the Lord kilos whither, the phantom chat 


ſo long perſonated liberty in the Brit; empire. 


From the forty· ſixth page to the fiſtieth, little or 
nothing occurs but unmeaning rant, to amaze and 
confound the ignorant, while it diſguſts the intelli- 
gent reader: yet it is not without a gloſſary. The 

| wiily of man, and the equality of man, are, by this 
| claſſical expoſitor, declared to be convertible terms. 


I thought till now he might have travelled through 
the accidence at the grammar ſchool in Therford, as 


branching cyon of unity ſprings. Unity is the quality 


of being ove. The unity of the Godhead is uſed to 


_ expreſs the being of but one God; though, with ſub 
miſſion to the Old Jerory, there may be three perſons; 
The unity of friendſhip, to intimate ons mind and one 
_  imereſt ſubſiſting between friends; the unity of the 
Arama, to ſignify that the incidents which compoſe” 
the plot, have occurred within one particular diftrif,' 
mau one continued ſpace of time; the unity of man, if 
= applied in this its only ſenſe to an individual of te 
human race, is a moſt abſurd pleonaſm ; if to mankind. 
| in general, its application 1 is ſtill more abſurd. Vet 
our author has luckily diſcovered a period, when the 
unity of man did comprehend all mankind then ex- 
05 iſting; — namely, at the creation, when there was but 
one; and draws from the page of Genefis, though not 


1 a ls * one e wich him and his enlightened 
1 brethren, 
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voids a ſhrewd inference to 19 88 his Reich 
The diſtinction of ſexes, he acutely obſerves, is there 


noticed in the firſt pair, but no other diſtinction; a 
diſtin tion between Adam and Eve; but no diſtinc- 
tion between Adam and Adam! We have not yet 
done with ditinios, In the next paragraph we 
read, * whether in Heaven or in Hell, or in what 
ce ever ſtate man may be ſuppoſed to exiſt, the go 

« and the bad are the only diſtinctions. The god 


and the bad what? Are the good nen and the bad 


men the only diſtinctions? No: they are the diſtin- 
the good diſtinctions and 

the bad diſtinctions are the only diſtinctions. Diſtinc.- 

tions amy NON" A moſt VENT ſounding 


guiſhed. Then it muſt be, 


foleciſm! | 
The next ſentence, 60 I even the 105 of * 


« vernment ate obliged to ſide into this principle, 


6c by making degrees to conſiſ in crimes, and not in 
«« perſons.” Sliding into principles is a curious flip | 


indeed. But degrees conſiſting in crimes—dignity 


in guilf—out-herods Herod. Know, all men, by © 
theſe preſents, that My. Deputy B—rch is a greater 
Il n than the Beadle of St. Michael's, Cornhill; 
Alderman C= rt—s than he; the Right Howburable 
= B—yd —1 than either; and ſo upwards till 


we reach the greateſt of all upon the throne. Here, 


you lank levellers, is a Jacob's ladder, a climax of 

comfort to you. Make the moſt of it, as I ſhall 

conſtruct no more ftep-Jadders for you on the pure 

pra and ſolid reaſoning of 885 r 
| pt oo Tom, 


i 
[1 
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Tom, OY at 155 rate I ſhould paniablctirs in 1 folio. 
Moſt erudite Purleyan, how could ſuch errors ef. 
cape your. Lynceo-critical eye? What can excuſe © 
ſuch overſight? Did the radiance of his republican 
flame make you blink ſo that you could not diſcern 
the numerous naculæ that blur it, though each be 
as large as a dollar, yea as a French acl Sed 
: 1 amoto queramus ſeria ludo. | 
The native quality of mankind” which this he. | 
| brated politician: has envelloped in the myſtic caſe 
of | ignorance, and like a new patent · impoſture f 
| ſtamped with the ſmooth title of * the Unity of | 
, Man,” is next to be controverted. Did men 
periodically drop from the clouds with the ſame 
ſtamina, genius, and dimenſions, or, like the ſabled 
Myrmidons, were transformed from ants, at ſtated 
ſeaſons, with the ſame mental and perſonal powers, 
the contemporary group would undoubtedly be 
equal. But the author of nature has ordained 
another mode for human propagation, which pre- 
vents the. poſſibility of ſuch a parity among by. 
whole or majority of mankind. _ 
Ass this new light of republicans iſm has deigned t to 
en Moſes, faſhionably obſerving, however, that 
2 if this be not of divine authority, it is at leaſt hiſ- 
torical, I ſuppoſe I may eſtabliſh a theorem on the 
ſame hiflorian's account of the primary generation 
main Gain, the fit born of his kind, was not 
born with any rights that I can conceive, much lels | 
with rights equal to thoſe of the firſt pair, to whom 


* We, 
. == 
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ke 6080 10 exiſtence and cHeſervation; This lit= . 
tle mewling republican, for he proved one in grain, 
whiqh ſhews the high antiquity of the order, cer- 
tainly had his natural rights as complete as our 


author had, during his firſt ſquall in a garret at 


Thetford, that is to ſay, none at all. It is true he 
might have gone under the indulgence of his cre» + 
ator, which may be called natural privilege or li- 
beriy, but not by any right; feaſted on the various 


fruits of the ſeaſon, hunted the unclaimed ſtag, and 


repoſed in the deſert ſhade. - But unfortunately the 
young leveller had not yet the perfect uſe of his 


limbs, and ſtood more in need of a little pap or 
bei e than of a diſſertation on the ©© rights 
of man.“ In that ſituation his neceſſities were 


tenderly relieved by his parents: The frowardneſs 
and precipitancy of his infancy were alſo corrected 
and reſtrained, and ſo reduced by parental diſci- 
pline to a ſtate of /ubjeion, clearly uſurpative on 


the late diſcovered © rights of man.“ Had he got 


a previous leſſon or two on the unintelligible 


unity of man” he might indeed have kicked and 


| hollowed with more violence, but not with more 2 
impunity, or exemption from contrul: And thus 
_ early commenced that ſubordination ſo hateful to 
Mr. Paine. Cain (ſtrange coincidence in ſubd 
and character l) was'the-loweſt; and Eve the next 
link above him in the ſhort chain of primitive ſo- ö 
ciety. Adam, the higheſt, was connected by an 
- mn line to the creative finger of his Anne . 
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Next appeared Ute, the fourth and laft links; __ 
none of the young ladies had formed it before 
him. As the firſt family thus encreaſed, Cain, the 
eldeſt, began to aſſume under the ſovereign com. 
- miſſion of harmoniſing, claſſifying nature, part of 

that ſuperiority over his youngers, which he him- 
ſelf had lately brooked with reluctance from his 
parents. He became a guide to the other children 
who ſubmitted without murmuring to his direction, 
to his rebuke, and ſometimes, perhaps, to is 
chaſtiſement. It is likely that it was by his ſeve- 
rity on this occaſion, he firſt loſt the eſteem of 
this community, and of courſe his rank or autho- 
rity among them. That ſaturnine child of diſ. 
content, the prototype of republicaniſi, prompted 
by envy, the ruling paſſion of rebels, meditated a 
revolution in the little patriarchate. In revenge 
for the Pratended invaſion of bis rights, the © rights 
of man,” he murdered his virtuous SO and 
and thereby left a bloody example, too fully 
. followed by all ſucceeding right boys of e . 
Ass this primeval ſociety encreaſed, the chain of 
0 ſubordination was lengthened. Grandfathers and 
great grandfathers were diſtinguiſhable: by the reſ- 
pectful attention of their deſcendants, the long- 
lived progeny of undegenerate nature. She taught 
reverence for age and gratitude to parents, the 
only lawgivers and magiſtrates of that ſimple age. 
As the world grew more populous and wicked, a4 

5 more e extended and ſevere pe: of juſtice 
| . _ bevame , 


beate . And this new authority was | 


given to ſome, hoary ſage, thenceforth- regarded 
with terror and veneration. This incortupt ex- 


pounder of juſtice, ſoon found it neceſſary to ap- : 


point others under him, according to the extent of 
his juriſdiction: And thus Was official "es 
to natural ſubordination.” 1 Se fbL 5 

A large river, or an high chain of mountains — - 
parating coloniſts from the parent ſtock, next pro- 
duced diſtinct communities, which, in proceſs of 
time, forgetting their original kindred, were by 
mutual injuries irritated to war. The feeble ſeniors 
who diſpenſed juſtice, being unfit for the command 
of armies, that poſt and all the ſubordinate ones in 
the new profeſſion of war, were of courſe given to 
the moſt expert and robuſt among their 8 


The frequency of ſuch hoſtilities made the general's 


office as permanent and more conſiderable than 
chat of the judicial ſage. - The firſt man that in 
preeminent union poſſeſſed the ſimple; juriſprudence 
of the age, and the rude ſcience; of arms, was ap- 
pointed both judge and general by the common 
choice of the people. A ſon or brother inſtructed 
and qualified by him for this double office, next ob- 
tained it. The ſupreme power happening thus to 
be continued in the ſame family for ſome gene- 
rations, they acquired a fort of preſcriptive right to 


it, which, if they behave well, the people were not 


inclined to diſpute, nor indeed could they in juſtice 
or in 1 nature urg any motive to do ſo. Self vere, 
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tte ſtrongeſt leſſon we receive from the latter, 
would forbid them to caſbier a good governor; 
and equitable vetribution, the moſt pleaſing exerciſe 
of the former, would lead them to reward the vir- 
tuous labours of their late ruler in the perſon of 
his ſon or other neareſt relative, whoſe intereſt he 
had, in every other reſpedh; . for the pub- | 
lic ſervice. N 
Having thus with a faint Pencil nd to 
trace the progreſſive outlines of ſociety, from the 
| ſimplicity of the firſt family to the'eſtabliſhment of 
hereditary royalty, I would aſk the advocates for the 
-new-faſhioned * rights of man”, and the myſtical 
* unity of man”, where this unity or one-degree-ity 
could have commenced. Not with Cain, for at his 
birth he certainly was not of the ſame degree with 
his father or mother, who firſt by nurture and next 
by inſtruction, had acquired a double claim to his 
duty and ſubmiſſion: nor with Abel, who, like his 


brother, entered this world an helpleſs babe, with- 


out any right-or property, except in the ſpot on 
Which he lay, DOE.” een to exert HOT: Ag if he 2 
had ſuch. 


But among al FE a i which Mr. > 
Paine and others have imported from France, I take 


the natural rights of man to be one of the moſt ab» 
ſurd. Pure nature has furniſhed us with 10 rights, 


though ſhe has with powers to acquire them: but 
bis. Right, in French Droit, from the low La © 


ren % PONY OE” yea pe NEVE IO 18 * 
nenen ; W NO 5 Ry 
* 3 


OY. 


in +Dritum, which comes from dium; in the 


civil-law Latin Jus, in our common law Latin | 


rum from rego, ſignifies in this application x juſt 
claim eſtabliſhed by ſome merit or obligation, ſub- 
jecting the obligee to a duty. The infant, an help- 
leſs new comer into ſociety, has no juft claim upon 

any one. W hom has he obliged? Who owes him 
any duty? I grant that he acquires a fort of acci- 

dental or permiſſive property in about one hundred 


ſquare inches which he covers with his little frame. 


But even that is the unearned boon of nature, whoſe 
lazy, not right, as here applied, ordains that her 


feeble coloniſt ſhould not be removed, but for his 


benefit, from the ſpot which he had firſt touched at 

his birth. There, however, the poor ſqualler maß 

_ periſh, though Paine's * rights of man” were his 
pillow. If his parents, or any other perſon, be 
bound to relieve him in that piteous ſtate, it is by 


their duty to God and to the fate, not by any writ 
of right which the infant brings with him out of the 


womb. God has by his creating and ſuſtaining be- 
neficence acquired a right to our devout. adoration, 


| the duty of his creatures and dependents. The king, 
by the national compact with him, and by his wiſe 
and humane government, acquires a 7ight to our _ 


loyalty, the duty of ſubjects; our parents by their 


tender care, a rigbt to our reverential love and ſup- 
port, if neceſſary, the duty of children; our neigh- 


7 s 
1 


Du Cange, v. direfus, = * Fleta, lib. 6, cap. 1 


protection of government by his loyal demeanor; 


+ 42 ) 

bours 4 countrymen, by their Girly and 50 the 

ful conduct towards us, a rigbt to a rand of 
N. good offices, the duty of Chriſtian brethren 
and fellow citizens. Thus, wherever a r:ght, in this 
| ſenſe, exiſts, ſome duty correſponds to it, both found- 
ed on a real or implied 0-/;ga/ion, Now there are 
no natural obligations either active or paſſive : that 
is to ſay, there are no obligations actually inherent 
in, or dependent on our nature, which warrant us 
to demand, or require us to pay duty to any being 
but God, unleſs we except that between the parents 
and the child for the effects of procreative inſtinct, 
which is rather a conceſſive than axiomatic reſerva- 
tion. But even ſo, there can be no natural or cex- 
ent rights, for ſtill the infant cannot be ſaid to have 
been born with any, this right, if there be ſuch, to- 
tally reſting on the parental ſide. The parent that 
deſerts his child violates his duty to God, and his 
duty to//ocrety, but none to him by whom no &li- 
gation has been conferred, to whom therefore no 
duty is due, and to whom of courſe no right belongs. 
But in proceſs of time he acquires a right to the 


to the affectionate attention of his wife by his con- 
jugal fondneſs; to the love and obedience of his 

children by parental tenderneſs; and ſo on with all 

the other private and public righis of ſociety; not 

inbred, but artificial; not of nature, but of conqueft 

or acquiſition. Right allo, of. any kind, I muſt ob- 


ſerve, is incompatible with political or any other en | 
1 t gh in, | 


„ 5 NG 


a /n, for as the ſatiriſt alerts in N ER 
deration and veracity, that ſeem ever to have been 


ſtrangers to the head and heart of Thomas Paine. 
ft modus in rebus; funt certi denique fines © tha: 
Quo ultra ciraſus nequit conſiſtere reftum. - 1 
But to return ta the Adamites, had 4 ae 


Abel a right to eat or drink at the expence or labour 
of others? He certainly had not. Had he a right 
to aught but what he poſſeſſed at his birth, or might 
in that feeble ſlate have acquired? No. : Cradled 
in the * unity of man,” and fed with the new 


French ſyllabub of rights, how comfortleſs, how 


' ſhort-lived muſt the poor innocent have been, had 
not the tender yearning of our firſt mother preſerved _ 
him! Thus cheriſhed in the lap of unphiloſophic, 

_ unſophiſticated nature, he was ſtill zz/erior to his 
father, to his mother, and to his elder brother, who 
now could liſp his wants, and leſſen his parents? : 


trouble by taking care of himſelf; while the other 


was yet totally a penſioner on their inſtinctive love. 
Happy ſtate of fimplicity and innocence! Yet they 
were never leſſoned, though God himſelf was their 
teacher, in thoſe © rights of man” which were deſ- 
tined to enlighten the cloſe of the eighteenth cen- 
mals of time with the 


tury, and mark it in the an 


bloody pencil of inſurrection. In the economy of 
this infant commonwealth, Cuiu's firſt office was to 
lead his brother about; to reach him the orange, 
and warn bim of the hiſſing fnake. In their little 
excurſions did the two. brothers poſſeſs an © Ani, 


; K an 
3 - 
243 


K — — — _—_ > — — — — — - 
a — : bed - — — — — r ye wt — — — K — K — 
— — * _ — — — - - — 0982 AG eo ior * * wa - — — — — 5 
n 2 We : 5 : N 7 
. - : 2 e & 
- = Soak - - 4 hats — > - 


> a 
2 
. 2 


— — 2 
. » 


6p J 
4 4 p 
N * 2 
— - Rr 2 = — 
ͤ— —— —ñ—6ä—＋— — —ä— ]3— — — 
* Nr — _— : — 8 
2 3 2 nt Fr ben vt nos <4 — . — - — — 
oy ren ets —— nr A AS Re oo Tons — 2 
8 — - 8 2 4 
— 4 . — F 2 — : 
2 — 


— — ike s > fe Lo * 
* _ — Y — * 3 pay — — * 2 —— 
:I! „ ⏑—⅜¾i 4 ITC * . I” 


— 
> 


ä — 
LIE =—_ 


3 — 4 — 
r — 


- w "= —— Pe” © — * S 2 — 


"© "144 £ 


1 N Fx CE as i 
— 2277 — EL 
—— — * 
= = 2 


„5 «4 —— 


— — — 


1 


0 — 
PF > ver 


x 
— — iro 


— 


— 
— 


Ro 
—— . 
- 


1 
r 7 5 — 2 


22 
4 == - ** = 


_— —_— — —— —u— 


* 


 fince between ber and n in 8er mu f 


tion to the number of his blunders, and even to 


kingdom. His cha/m muſt, previouſly to its exiſt- 


he condemns in Mr. Burke's pamphlet, as con- 
taining ſome of the principal evils of the doating 

governments of old Europe, comprehends the fear 
of. God, aweful regard for princes ; affeftion to par- 
liaments, duty io magiſtrates, reverence for priefts, 


to his liſt of civil and religious duties, honefly 10 
mankind, juſtice to creditors, a ſacred obſervance of 
public and private oaths, with a tender and manly. at. 

ö would ſtill more provoke the gall of Caſſius. 


| e though bred in a republic, filled three tools £ 


CES, 


an ere my of rights: No, . Abel had none: 
none to eſcort; none to accommodation; none to 
protection or care. But Cain, while he kindly af. 
forded thoſe attentions, had a right to his brother's 
| obſervance and gratitude: and fo has it been ever 


or property. | 
In page 5r, „Ar. Me "OY to altert his *; im- 
oreſeriptible right” .to riſe in abſurdity in propor- 
break a monopoly immemorially enjoyed by a ſiſter 
ence, have been filled up with (I ſhould have writ- 
ten © by”) a wilderneſs of turnpikes. The “ cata- 
logue of barriers” or wilderneſs-turnprke-gates which 


and reſpect for nobility. Had that gentleman added 
tention to the unſullied devoirs of the bridal couch, it 
What an abſurd paraphraſt muſt Ty have b 


dern republican e conſiſt but of two points, like 


CH) 


the haymakers. "TY „ while your ſneaking lyalif, 
with ſupererrogative toil rates up fo many duties 

from the calm vale of moral and religious inſtruc- 

tion. Every ſtaymaker from Cranbourn-Alley, to 
Threadneedle-Street may now deſcend from his cock- 
loft with Brother Tom's modern Magna Charta of 
rights in his hand, and in Weftminfler-Hall chide any 
of our venerable judges, if he likes not his decifion- 
« Harkee,' Th—rl-—ww, none of your ſurly looks for 
« me : 1 fay.you have made Equity's bodice too tight. 
« You have loft the meaſure of common ſenſe. 1 

« deſpiſe you.; Brother Paine bade me tell you ſo.” 
Skipping thence to Carlton-Houſe, he may tell the 
accompliſhed and beneficent maſter of that manſion, 
that © no power is delegated” to him; that © the 
« rational world can know nothing of „ him; and 

that his Royal Highneſs, (this only in conformity „ 


with the vulgar idiom of Eugliſb ſlavery) Billy Back. 


ſitch, Larry. Lapftone, and Jemmy Jumps are all 1 


equal; one as good as.t'other : and laſtly, he may 
ſtrut into the drawing- room at S. Jamesis, bluntly 


accoſt the moſt virtuous as well as exalted perſon- N 


age in the kingdom, as his ©© neighbour” - 


ind ge d 


a familiar diſſertation on laces, AY; and ws 
_ machers. Ac 155 
=- 7” eon _ right has pl he 1 py, 
ed reader, I need not detain him with futile criti- __ 
ciſm on the elegant elucidation of the ſame ſubject, 
given in the en and * Pages of 
| 6c the 


K 


te the Rights of Man, where natural 207 15 fill 
miſtaken for liberty, or thoſe original privileges de. 
rived by immeritorious man from his beneficent 
creator; or for thoſe” civil, reciprocal” rights that 
_ ariſe among men from ſocial union and compact. 
I The account given in the fifty. fourth page of the 
two firſt dynaſties that prevailed among mankind, 
namely an oracular hierarchy, and thena lay uſurpa -· 
tion, proclaim the author's hiſtorical to be, if poſ- 
{ible, more groſs than his political ignorance. ' Ih 
the next page he tells us, that © nature has not been 
kind enough to him to blunt his feelings. Now, 
reader, remember the feeling buſband of Betſey 
Ollive, and forbear execrating the wan 4 
| poerite, if you can. = 
This. feeling politician, in the t next purer but 3 
; one, informs us that © it cannot be true that go- 
«© vernment is a compact between thoſe who govern 
and thoſe who are governed,” becauſe © there ne- 


4 ceſſatily was a time when governments did not 


* exiſt, and conſequently there could originally exiſt 
“ no governors to form fuch a compact with. As 
well may he aſſert, that my horſe is not my proper- 

ty, becauſe he was not in my poſſeſſion When I bar- 


gained for him. Having already endeavoured to ner 


how public government originated among men, I 
ſhall now only aſk how a nation could have entered 3 
into a compact or bargain © with-each other to pro- 
* duce a government. Suppoſe My. Pajne had 
effectually planned a new gunpowder plot, and blown 


"0 47. 5 55 N by 
up all the royal family and the other chiefs of ts 


land; and that the conſpirators—* each in his o. 
« pereighn capacity engaged ina — or bar- = 
gain © with each other,” to produce a government | 


for © each other ;” the terms, like thoſe between a 
ſtud of mangy horſes, muſt be, ** Sovereign Fack, or 
« Fovereign Tom, if you produce a government for „ 
« me, 1 ſpall produce a government for you.” Thus 
would be produced a government for every pair of = 
ſoroereigns , or rather for every individual ſovereign in 4 | 5 
the new Utopia, for if there were but one common -<* 


government produced by and for them all, it would | 
be an union or partnerſhip, not a bargain or compact 5 _ 
for producing a government each for the other. Max ⁵ 
the imperfect old government we have, ſave thoſe 1 
ſovereign pins _ trouble and gs Ian 1 q | 
a compact. ; 1 
In page $6, this logical m nie it * 1 
* ceſſary to define what is meant by a conſtitutin: 9 4 | 
not to define the 7hing itſelf, but to define its deſini- „„ 
ion! Here indeed he gives a moſt inſtructive ſpeci-»t it 
men of the ignotum per ignatius. In the wide range of 1 
is indefinite definition, the genus and /pecies are box- | 1 
ed about like the mariner's compaſs, without con- | 
ducting our political Columbus into harbour, His 1 
ew-difcovered 5 conſtitution, is not a thing in | 
6 " only,” nor yet © an ideal” ! but it © 75 1 
LY thing antecedent to a government.” In ſhort, 1 5 
* reader, it is a rare bing, which, if you will i 
WY 2 N Burke, hg an nn 
In 8 1 
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emen, is as little acquainted with, as s the Gra 
Ow s mutilated maitre de ſerrail. 


In the next page he proceeds with his politica 4 


: | ruſhlight, to examine the diſk of a mertidian ſun; 
burt turning his back on its radiance, bids the world 


admire the ſecondary light of a new moon, wWoſe 


| horns are ſcarce viſible through | a bloody. cloud; 

and laſtly denies the very exiſtence of the glaring 1 

luminary behind him. Whether the preſent Ane- 
rico. Gallican embryo, by anticipation called a cy- ? 


iuution, will be ſtill-born or not, its venerable grand- 


mother reſides in Britain. But the turbid mixture 
of republican blood, that ferments in its unfiniſhed W 
- frame, unhappily predominates with a conſtiaort 3 

proneneſs to apoplexy or ſuicide, | - | 


Should the ſtream of benignity this at in- 


herits from its ſaid grandmother, eventually pre- 
ſerve it, ſtill muſt its generation and character be 
different from hers. One will reſemble a luxuri- 
ant, but tender exotic, blooming by the artificial 
culture of an hothouſe; while the other ſtands with 4 
the majeſtic durability of an oak, raiſed from a ran- 
dom acorn by the ſkilful hand of nature, and ſince 
occaſionally pruned and watered by the cautious I 
agency of political wiſdom. 5 T_d 


The word, Conſtitution, comes fo 1 ,o i 


ap point or re/ove together, becauſe. every ſtate that | 
poſſeſſes a conſtitution, or certain fixed principles for f 


impartial legiſlation and government, holds an oc- 


* 


; An or periodical convention. of its choſen de- 


* E 


T8» 


"clit injuriis emerſis nova conflituere re reme- 
| Jia—to make neceſſary. laws, the execution of which 
laws or general decrees of the nation, is government. 
The rude outlines of the Britiſb conſtitution were 
firſt ſketched by hords of hunters in the Scandinavian 
foreſts; retouched by the ingenious and patriotic 
hand of Moden; introduced with ſubſequent im- 5 
provements into this iſland by his deſcendants, the 
garon Haptarcbs; methodiſed and enlarged under 
the glorious Alfred, his grandſon Athelſtan, and 
other good princes down to the r&volutzon, at which 
golden period, the piece received an exquiſite finiſn- 
ing from 2 wiſdom: _ aa of” a CONE 
peo ple. * x 

Our n firſt TY 8 hays 
Micel-gemote, next the Common Council of the K eng 
dom, and finally the Parliament, has ever had the in- 
ſpecting and repairing of this conflitution for the great 
object of its convention. The reſtleſs ambition of 
ſome princes, it is true, has frequently aſſailed this 
conſtitution ſeverely; but not mortally. From the 


republican hand of Cromwell, it received its moſt fatal 


blow. James the Second next endeavoured to ſtrangle 
it with his beads; but national patriotiſm flew to its 
ſuccour, and relinquiſhed not that glorious duty 
until it was eſtabliſſied in a ſtate of ſplendid ſecurity, 


never ſince profaned but poll "_ VENOMOUS 
of 7. homas Paine. $67 Te 
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10 page 59, tis ſecond Meng put Ne . 
a conſtitutional government cannot alter itſelf, and 
therefore that the Britiſb Parliament's having em- 
powered itſelf to ſit ſeven years, ſhews there is no 
conſtitution in England. To give force or conſiſt - 
ency to this argument, two poſtulates are neceſſary, 
which I believe the reader will hardly grant our ca- 
 fuiſt: firſt, that the parliament is the government; and 
ſecondly, that either the nature or forms' of parlia- 
ment were altered when it made its own duration 
ſeptennial from triennial, as ſettled by the authority 
of a former parliament; who, according to Myr. 
Paine nn, <« had no right to govern. beyond 
d the grave.” But ſome of them were living, and 
in the ſenate, at the paſſing of the Septennial 44, 
and had then as good authority to legiſlate for them- 
ſelves and their conſtituents, as they had at the re- 
volution. An elective legiſlature is all the princi- | 
ples of the conſtitution have expreſsly ſtipulated for: 
but whether that choice is to take place every third 
or every ſeventh year, is a matter of diſcretionary 
conſideration with parliament. When they faw the 
public inconvenience of triennial election, as then 
managed, they very warrantably made it ſeptennial, 
in order that univerſal riot and corruption may the 
ſeldomer diſgrace or injure the nation. Should they 
next ſeſſion contract their authority to the old period, 
or a ſhorter, which I think they now may ſafely do, | 
it ſurely would not be an alteration in our © _ I 
HOMES: Parliament, or W 5 


cu). 


Bw ne (not government, * Bae is 
veceſſarily inveſted with an arbitrary power, which, 
if it abuſe, its conſtituents are reduced to the painful 


alternative of wum or of n een 


conſtitutional power os tha 1 * every prong 8 25 
regularly decreed by the legiſlature, is law: there- 


fore, if the parliament of Great Britain, or the na- 


bon eee of n by an At or decree ſor- 
mally Pro , prolonged their legiſi- 
tive — —— eoobbhere e 
no conſtitutional remedy. They ſhould chen reſort 

to the jus nature, le droit naturel, the law, not the - 


right of nature, After haling thoſe legiſlative eul- 


prits to that ſimple tribunal, and puniſhing them 
with a ſeverity warrantable only {6 far as it was ne- 


_ ceſſary, they muſt again confide the late abuſed truſt 


ol legiſlation to a new batch of repreſentatives, with 
as little conſtitutional reſtraint as they had te he 
former. The imperfection inſeparable from huma - 
nity, admits not of an effectual proviſion or preven- 
tive againſt all rnoral and phyſical oontingencies. If 
a cloud 20 burſt, we have only to ſeek the neareſt 
ſhelter: and if an extiſeman will. eu ts "ntl of 


office, caſhier the perjured knave. 


In page 60, his trite- een bene he 0 
— inequality of ele0n, betray an ignorance 


of the nature of copybold tenures, which even after all 

his former blunders, is matter of ſurpriſe to me— 

. * William the. n and his deſcendants, par- 
OT E. 2 e celled 


Ce $2 "1 


2 95 cell out the: country. in this nner“ —in copy. 
bold farms I! will not inſult the reader's better in. 
8 formation, by telling him thoſe tenures aroſe, by 

melioration, out of villeinage, which, in the perſon of 
the unhappy * hen or r Saron e was e 10 
the heptarchy... 

The Aa or fied 1 gilas, which the t 
Mr. Paine ſays William gave as bribes to the bo- 
roughs, were, moſt of them, the grants of Saxon mo- 
narchs, long even before the Normans under Rolly 
obtained a ſettlement in Neiſtria. Beſide an exclu- 
| five mart, the boroughs had juridical authority of 

 Tnfangthesf,. ſome of Outfangtheof, and many other 
privileges even before Alfred's time. Athelfan, the 
ſecond in ſucceſſion after that prince, was ſo great a 
friend to trade, which was then excluſively managed 
by thoſe boroughs, that he granted by law the dig- 
nity of Thane to any * merchant. that had made three 
ſea voyages on his own account, | Edgar, the Nep- 
tune and Lycurgus. of his day, who aſcended the 
. throne in nineteen years after the death of Athelſlan, | 
gave a charter to the monaſtery of Glaftenbary, un · 
der which they enjoyed Sack, Hamfoekne, Friderbrece, 
and eleven more ſpecified privileges, equally puz- 
zling and unintereſting to any but an antiquarian 
reader. William the Finſt, and ſome of his nobles, 
inveſted with. palatine authority, # ſuch as Hugh 42. 
1250 in ee. de William. de amm in 


| confined . 


| Atbelſtani Judicia Civ, Ls „ 
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dünne cha ancient gilds, and granted new char- 
ters, which afterwards reduced the ariſtocratic influ- 
ence of the Barons, and gradually raiſed the long - 
degraded villein to ſocial reſpectability. That prince 
himſelf. expreſsly mentions for what purpoſes thoſe 
franchiſes and immunities were granted to * cities 
and boroughs: but n is ſuch Se againſt 
Mr. Paine s? 0 

Thoſe renewed N ad en N e 
ing to that deep politician, were c the badges of 
« conqueſt,” and inſtruments of llavery, were the 
very foundation of Britiſ freedom. In the people, 
when tenderly governed, the ſovereign may always 
look for affectionate ſubjects; a political axiom 
never more happily exemplified than at this very 
hour in Britain; but in a nobility ſwelled into ariſ- 
tocracy, he will experience a combination of rivals. 
This the Norman princes ſoon perceived, and follow 
ed their own intereſt in favouring the commonalty. 
The burgeſſes were moſtly ail villerns, or 
the deſcendants of ſuch, for almoſt every Freedman, 
_ E 3” tha, pl n, 


Item nullum ere 30 "OEM i ft, nec fieri . 135 
niſi in civitatibus regni noſtri, & in Burgis clauſis & muro valla- 
tis, & caſtellis, & locts tutiſſimis, ubi conſuetudines regni noſtri, & jus 
noſtrum commune, & dignitates corone noſtræ quæ conſtituæ ſunt a 


bonis prædeceſſoribus noſtris deperire non poſſunt, nec fraudari, bo -- 


violari; ſed omnia rite, & per judicium & juſtitiam fieri debent : 
Et ideg Caftella & Burgi & Civitates fundatæ & ædiſicatæ ſcilicet 
ad tuitionem gentium & populorum regni, & ad defenſionem regni: Et 


id circo obſervari debent cum omni libertate Ei integritate & ratione. 


LI. 3 in Archaionomia Lambardi, Po 171. in fine, oe 
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ſettled in en privileged town where he n 
grew rich by traffic, and enjoyed the fruits of his 
induſtry at a fafe diſtance from the ſupercilioug | 
Baron, who ſwayed with Gothic pride the diſtrict 
around his caſtle. The borough tenants in ancient 
demeſne, had long held their lands by the ſettled te- 
nure of burgage, and in ſome towns by the more dig- | 
nified one of e/cuage, or knight's ſervice ; and in the 
vicinity of thoſe towns in particular the villein and 
 bordar were frequently favoured with the perma- 
nency of /acage tenure. By theſe means did the 
chartered towns attain to ſuch reſpectability, as, in 
| 1264, to be privileged each to ſend two of their bur- 
geſſes as their repreſentatives; to the great council of | 
the nation. Here, modeſt republican, we do et trace | 
he marks of freedom, and diſcover thoſe of wiſ- 

e dom.” Now indeed thoſe excluſive privileges are 

no longer neceſſary; and the ſooner they are leſſen - 
ed, if not totally recalled, I believe the better. 
"OE page 64, the wit of this writer ſeems, to his 
| admirers, to be much brighter and ſharper than 
85 whilom was his famed bodkin or needle. How ſmart 
upon the poor Britiſb ſenate! How aitic in his point! 
It is themſelves accountable to themſelves, and 
c the comedy of errors concludes with the panto- 
mine of huſh!” A repullican neighbour of mine, | 
whoſe muſcles. I never before ſaw relaxed from a 
ſaturnine purſe, broke an old family arm chair with | 
cachinnation When he came to this paragraph. I be- 
2 lieve 1 fave its ancient fellow mon a fimilar T 


. 


by a en the 8 not wit, of ; a mn con- 
dluding with a pantomine. Whatever a piece concludes 
with, muſt be a part of that piece. A comedy may 
finiſh with a diſtich, quatrain, or longer finale. But 
a pantomimical concluſion will hardly ſuit any except 
the tragi-comedy of the rebel and hypocrite, which 
ere long may be preſented on the.theatre of 1e 
juſtice. Half the prologue, ride and tie, has 
been diſcontinued ſince thoſe exhibitions were re · 
moved from Tyburn. 


Page 65, In England t . right—of making + 


var and peace—is ſaid to reſide in (the crown) | 


«4; gu. ſhewn at the tower for ſixpence a 
« piece. Simple ignorance has our pity; at im- 
pudent ignorance we may ſmile; but ignorance 
both malign and impudent, provokes our contempt 
and deteſtation. The crown put for the king, a ne- 
laphor ! and that ſingle crown ſhewn for ſixpence 
a piece] Far below reſentment ſhould fink the ſerib- 


bler that betrays ſuch ignorance of the moſt con- 


mon tropes of diction, and even of the moſt fami - 
liar phraſeology of his native tongue. Contempt | 
alone be the portion of the illiterate renegade Bri- 
| ton who ſpirts the ſlaver of political impiety at the 
unſullied diadem of the father of his country, an 
unterrific metonymy for the ſupreme. executive | 
power among a free people. . 
While war diſgraces and afflicts 3 it mill 
be moſt x prudenc to entruſt the declaration and ma- 
en of it to one and the ſame perſon under 
E 5 „„ 


„ 4 1 


Hp, „ 
due reſtrictions: and ſuch are wiſely impoſed by 
the Briliſb conſtitution, If the people reſolve upon 
war, and the generaliſimo of their forces be averſe to 
ſuch a determination, he may eaſily clog their hoſ- 
tile meaſures, and even hold ſecret correſpondence 
with the enemy. Though by a prudent fiction our 
king be conſidered incapable of doing wrong, his 
evil miniſters are impeachable: and without ſuch 
inſtruments what can one man do again e nil. 
lion? No human inſtitution can be perfect. All 
that we can expect from political wiſdom, is to adopt 
the leaſt imperfect that can be deviſed: and the 
chief or only fault it has now to correct in the Bri- 
7iſo.conflitution is the inequality of repreſentation. 
That ſubjects the moſt virtuous miniſter of this 
country to the neceſſity of borough traffic, in order 
to counter- balance the parliamentary overflow of 
an ambitious ariſtocracy, compoſed of overgrown 
commoners, as well as of nobles. Had Mr. Paine 
been content decently to wield his trenchant gooſe- 
quill againſt that many- rooted gangrene of our con- 
ſtitution, he would be müden to the A and 
| grand of the community. T 
It being as unneceſſary as ON to Holby this : 
 deſultory writer in every defiled path which he beats. 
over and over again, I ſhall endeayour to refute in 
groſs the many repetitions of his antimonarchical vi- 
rulence, by a brief account of our Englih princes, 
and of the authority by which they ruled. That 
monarchy 4 As * moſt * gun is clear, 


from v6 


4 


from its heview been adopted in every age and clime | 
It began with the patriarchate of Adam, and has 
continued ever ſince, with very few interruptions 


in any country; even in the Venetian dogat, in the _ 


Belgic fladtholderſbip, and in the prefidency of the 
American Congreſs we behold its neceſſary, though | 
feebled exiſtence. Without it the political cone is 
imperfect: It is confeſſedly the moſt effective, and 
when duly limited, the moſt ſalutary mode of g- 
vernment. Ariſtocracy is the moſt oppreſſive, and 
democracy the moſt lax and ſhort-lived: A ſingle : 
arm, or the united force of an injured; people, may 
ſoon diſpatch a deſpot inſulated by pride and cruel- 
ty, from the'reſt of his ſpecies. But an ariſtocratic, 
knot of tyrants are not ſo eaſily overpowered; a 
bloody hydra that erects its hundred watchful heads, 
| each a centinel for the common ſafety. Democra- 
cy ſcarce merits the name of government, while it 
overwhelms every diſtinction and dignity with level- 
ling, tranſient fury: but the monſter ſinks into tor- 
pidity after its revolutionary paroxyſm, and a ſingle 
demagogue becomes a deſpot like Cromwell, or in 
participation with a'few more of his brethren, be- 


comes the ſtern preſident of oligarchy. When ; 


either ariſtocracy or ochlocracy becomes intollera- 5 
bly grievous, monarchy, often even of the worſt 
kind, is the only remedy. The 4di#ator/hip was an 
_ occaſional deſpotiſm, created by the Romans to ſu- 
perſede the inefficacy of their republican govern- 
ment, and was finally perpetuated to the ſubyerſion 
oe Co nm e 1 
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ent code, and occaſionally to head them in repel- 


K 


monarchy with the beſt republican form of govern · 
ment, and even an unlimited one, with ariſtocracy, 
and you will ſee a preference due to the former. 
One maſter, however ſevere, is more tolerable than 
many of the fame deſcription. Experimentally 
convinced of this, have Denmark and Sweden * 
12 ferred individual to multitudinous deſpotim. 
After this prologue, I beg leave to introduce the 
founders of our own monarchy: and they too, Mr. 
Paine, were imported from Germany. Kingly go- 
vernment, by 1 its natural and happy aſcendancy, ob- 
tained among them immediately on their ſettlement 
on this iſland. The general who had led hither the 
firſt hoſt of thoſe German Warriors to conqueſt and 
coloniſation, was continued in that high command 
in order to preſide at the organization of a new go- 
vernment, or rather a local adaptation of their anci- 


ling the inroads of the extcrminated natives. Hence, 
it is evident cheir government was not founded in 
conqueſt over the governed, for the Britons had to- 
tally fled their juriſdiction, and carried their liberty, 
religion, and laws, with them into Wales and Corn- 
wal. This double authority in the general was 
finally mellowed into royalty: and Hengiſts having 
deen inveſted by the Jules of Kent with the diadem, 
Vos a precedent for the other leaders and nations that 
followed him hither under the general name of Sax. 


ens, to adopt a ſimilar form of government in their 
EY "OT 


c 3 


teſpective diſtricts, not sn different, how- 
ever, from their old conſtitution, as appears from 
the *Roman accounts of their anceſtors. WS 

Thus did kingly government ariſe here from 
choice, not conqueſt over its fubjects; from their 
election; © out of thoſe martial adventurers, who 


1 


yet ſeem to have been as jealous of their rights and 
privileges as the leſs dignified adventurers of North 
America. They from the beginning favoured” the 
hereditary deſcent of the crown; but frequently 


turned it out of the direct into a collateral line; 


and even where it paſſed in the regular courſe of 
ſucceſſion, frequently ratified it by election, as if 
to intimate that from the choice of the people alone 
the ſupreme executive power had originally derived 

its weight and legality : ſuch alſo are the political 
ſentiments of their deſcendaſſt at this day: nor any 

more than the  Britih now, was the Anglo Saxon 


ſceptre then preſented without the aſſurance of a 


Cormnation Oath that it ſhould be wielded to the ad- 
vantage of thoſe from whom it was received. Even 
the royal demeſne they conſidered as a public apa- 

nage of their own, given the chief magiſtrate to | 
enable him to live with a magnificence becoming 
ſo elevated a ſituation. When Baldred, king of 
the Meſ- Saxons, gave Southmaling, near Lewes, in 
Sufſex, part of the crown-demeſne, to Chriſtchurch, * 


in Canterbury, the grant was declared null, becauſe i 


* Ceſar's Comment, Tacitus de motib, Germanorums 1 
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the conſent of the nobles had not been obtained. 
Egbert alſo, a more powerful prince than he, found 
i neceſſary to conſult with that punctilious ariſto. 
cracy, then, I believe, *principality, if not ſolely, 
the ſtanding legiſlature of the nation, before he 


made a new Habt of che ſame manor to the ſame. 


va 2 dominions having "IG FR * 


 Beornwolf, king of the Mercians, he vanquiſhed that 


nation, as alſo thoſe of Kent and Eſſex, who had 


aſſiſted the invaders. The reduction of thoſe prin- 
_ cipalities to confletutional dependence on the victor 
was juſtified by the laws of nature and of nations. 
The Eaft Angles next voluntarily ſubmitted to this 
benign and valiant prince. The Northumbrians, 
wha ſeem to have ſtudied the rights of man, 


with the ſanguined ſpectacles of Mr. Paine, hay. 


ing ſo often imbrued their hands in royal blood, 


that for thirty-three years previous to the period 


| here alluded to, there had ſcarce been a man hardy 
WY enough t to mount fo {li ppery a throne, alſo acknow- | 


beige! 


* 80 far b back as ew reign of Ip bs aſcended tht We 1. "85 ; 
en throne in 689, we ſee the Micel-gemote compoſed of every de- 
fcription of freemen : But, I ſuppoſe, that none except the ſupe- _ 


e nobility could per ſe aſſemble for the purpoſe of legiſlation, or 


attend the grand council of the kingdom, without an invitation 


from the ſovereign, - In the time. of Ina, the intermarriages of 1 : 
Saxons with Britons and Picts was permitted and ratified, ** «per 
. eommune concilium & aſſenſum omnium epiſcoporum, procerum, comi- 


tum, & omnium ſapientum ſeniorum & populorum totius regni; & 


er præceptum regis Inæ. Concil. Brit. p. 219, and p. 340. 


ledged the OY perous Rev br their ſovereign, 
The heptarchy having thus merged in monarchy, 
the whole of Egbert's dominions were, in 828, call- 
ed England; but his prerogative was not extended 
with his territory; nor was there, on that occaſion, © 
any oppreſſive conqueſt or reduction of thoſe united 
nations to flaviſh 1 on che will ve; a con- 
queror.”” 2 

Alfred, che iluſtribus 124300 of FRO la 
boured with the wiſdom and equity of Solon to di- 
geſt and compreſs, not overturn, the ſeven- fold 
inſtitutes of the defunct heptarchy. The conſtitu- 
tion, thus regulated, experienced a ſevere ſhock in 
the invaſion and authority of the Danes in this 
ſand: But i it was too firmly eſtabliſhed by. i its own 
excellence to yield to the ſhort-lived uſurpation of 
thoſe northern invaders. | Even then the hereditary 
deſcent of the crown was not waved, though diſ. 
treſs had compelled the people to recommend to 
their brave prince, Edmund Tronfide, a participa- 
tion of his war-harraſſed kingdom wich Canute. 


J 


Upon the death of the former, - the Dane affected to © ; 


govern the dominions of his late royal co-parcener, 
in tri for Edwyn, the eldeſt of his infant ſons. The 
hereditary right, however, was ſoon after "thrown 
into abeyance by his unmaſked uſurpation, until 
Edward, the ſon of Ethelred, and paternal brother 
to Edmund Ironſide, was called to Gs his Ute= | 
rine blen Hardicanule. A | 


l 
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1 the cunſeſſr, under the inal of 
5 the Micel-gemote, collected the beſt of the Bie 
and Dani cuſtorns that had inſenſibly mingled | 
50 with the Saxon juriſprudence; thereby enriched 
that ancient code, and where they thought it neceſ- 


ſary, rubbed off the moſſy accretions of time; but 
neyer trenched on any of the grand pillars of fo 
| venerable a pile. That precipitate ſacrilege was 
_ reſerved for the levelling intemperance. of modern 
repullicaniſm. It is, however, to be hoped. that 
this monarch's memory will meet with ſome indul- 
gence from the regecida pen of Mr. Paine, when he 
is informed that he had married a moſt amiable and 
virtuous; young lady for - convenience,. and had ſuch 
firmneſs. of reſolution as never to have fulfilled the 
duty of an huſband; was never rouſed to a fingle 
revolution in Kippur, of the SPOOL w of 


1 Ao ae 1 Conf: for pede es ma iſſue, 
Hat old, his brother-in- law, and a powerful nobleman, 
uſurped the ſceptre fror Edgar, ſon of Edward the 
| Outlaw, and; grandſon of Edmund 1ron/ide. This 
ince's puſillanimity, and his foreign birth and edu- 
cCation, were favourable to the ambition of Hamid, 
; who alſa founded his flimſy, retenſions to the cromn 
on the ſacred baſe of bereditary ſucceſſion, for he was 
grandſon to king Canute by Thyra, a natural daugh- 
ter of that monarch. But Edgar Atheling's acqu- 
 eſcence in Harold's uſurpation, being a virtual re- 
nunciation of his own gu Hun, Duke of 


Nummanh: "6 
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Ne Was, e e e * 
next of kin to Edward the Confeſſor. It is true he 
had none of the blood of the fi purchaſer, as not 
having ſprung from the royal Saxon ſtem, which 
ſucceeding refinements in the doctrine of feudal = 
| 1 made an indiſpenſible requiſite for inherit- | 
But the Ned Book in the Exchequer, part at 
mb of which was written in the reign of Henry the 


Firf, ſhews the jus bereditarium, or canon of inhe- 


ritance, was different in thoſe early times from what 
it was ſubſequently eſtabliſhed as ſuch by Glamuil, 
Bracton, Britton, and our other great lawyers of the 
Norman ſchool, evidently in order to {well the rich, 
but unequitable current of Eſcheat. By this more 
ancient rule, a fee ſimple (& à part the crown) was, 
in default of proper iſſue and paternal kindred, un- 
elations, the 
males, however, having the preference in that line 
| alſo. Now Emma, the mother of Edward the Con 
Feſſor, was ſiſter to — IE 1 
fore, on the prior excluſion,” or ae! renunci- 
ation of the Hungarian poſterity of Edmund Ironſide, 
was next heir to the Enugliſb throne. As for his 


exdceptionably to go to the mother's r 


grandfather of William the Con 


| wy it could eee adet 


1 


„Si quis fn fibers & As befertt, at! aut mater eius in here- 
ditatem ſuccedat, vel frater & ſoror fi pater & mater deſint: si 
nec hos habeat, (frater vel) ſoror patris vel matris, & deinceps qui 
pPropinquiores in parentela fuerint, hereditario ſuccedant : Et dum 


Verilis ſexus extiterit, e. Lib, Rub, in Scaccario. Cap. 70. 
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ade to a crown chit had been worn by Athelftas, 
the natural ſon -of Edward the Elder ; by Edward 


the Martyr, natural ſon of King Edgar, and by 
Harold Harefoot, natural fon to Canute, all three 


having been advanced to royalty even n. kc $ 


Re but younger brothers. 
William of Normandy having his right 


ſtrengthened, in tke eſtimation of that age, by " 


ſuppoſed will of Edward the Confeſor in his favour, 
by the bath of Harold, by 


Om the Erglsb nation, came over againſt 


Harold, an uſurper, not againſt the people. They 
met near Haſtings, where hoſtilities ended with the 


life of Harold. An handful of Kentif men, it s 


true; oppoſed him at the head of a victorious army 


till he confirmed their favourite tenure of Gavelkind: 
t the act of a conquer, in in Mr. Paine's 


But was th; 
conception of the word? of a man whoſe nod or 
breath is law to the conquered? From Dower he 


ed to London, not as the: invader of an hoſtile 


worn by his father's firſt couſin; and which he him- 


country, but as a prince who had prevailed over an 
0 competitor for that crown which had been 


the Pope's adjudication 
and benedictien, and by, what was of more conſe- 
quence than all the reſt, the predelection of the 


ſell received in the capital, from the hands of Al. 


| dred, Archbiſhop of York. Previous to his coro- 


nation, he accorded to the conditions formerly im- 


poſed on his Saxon, anck even Daniſh predeceſſors, 


PR” and ſwore to his deſtined ſutects to govern them 
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jultly to eſtabliſh equal laws, and to ſee thoſe lun "0 14 
impartially executed. 1 
The change that took bes in . dc — 5 „ 
cuſtoms of the people was doubtleſs the work of a | Bj 
tyrant ;. [and his mame was faſhion, Edward te 
Confeſſor, having been bred in . conceived -... = 
a great. partiality for. the f nguage [4 
that country, and on his acraflign. to 1 60 egi „ 
throne, adopted them at court, the fountain of faſ 
ion. What the Confeſſar did from choice, the '“ 
queror did from neceſſity... He underſtood not tlje 
vernacular language of his new dominions, there - i 
fore muſt have uſed that of his native. He and + * 
Edward before him, had introduced many. Norman * 
lawyers: And many of the Engl i/h. were educated bx 
in Normandy, who; like moſt of their foreign bred 
countrymen- of this age, affected to ſhine in travel. 
led excellence. But that William forbade not the ure 
of the Anglo Saxon tongue, even in the moſt i umNpar- IF 
tant tranſactions, is evident from his charter to the 
city of London, and many other public deeds of 
that day written in the native language of the coun- 
try: Neither did he introduce the primordia feodo- 
rum, the original of choſe feudal cuſtoms that con- | 
tinued to gall the nation down to the reign of Charles 4 
the Second, for they had begun to prevail in the _ 1 
kingdom a conſiderable time before; but were ſounnn 1 
rendered more intricate and oppreſſiye by the pe- 
dantic ingenuity of the Norman lawyers. The _ 
abolition of allodial, and the eſtabliſhment of mi- 
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5 nu wre only, were the e or Wiltian,. 
adapted to the circumſtances of the times, and fanc- 
tioned by the approbation of the commune enen 
regni, the legiſlature of thoſe times. . 
The Cunfeu, chat magnified — of tyranny 400 
conqueſt, was no more than what, I believe, he 
Lord Mayor of London, or the chief magiſtrate of 
any corporate town, may lawfully enjoin within his 
juriſdiction in caſe of alarm or threatened tumult, 
The cruelties ſaid to have occurred in Willian's 
_ reign, whether true or falſe, haye no relation to his 
original title, nor to the reality of primary conqueſt, | 
But the word itſelf as expreſlive of William's eſtab- 
liſhment in this ifland is too frequently miſunder. 


1 ſtood. Conquereur, congutte, conqueſtor et conqueſius, | 


the terms uſed on that occaſion by the old French 5 
and Eugliſb hiſtorians, all come from conquim, to 


ſeek 7ogetber, William and his hoſt of brave dl. 


venturers haying | failed and fought together. in vin- 13 


dication of that prince's title to the Englih throne. | 
ir Henry, Spelman interprets the congueft of Wil. | 
liam, a purchaſe ; and that comes from pourchaſſer, | 
to. ſeek after. It was therefore no more than a uit. |} 
(from /uivre) by wager of battle. He obtained his 4 
ſuit, and, however grating it may be to Mr. Paine | 
that his native land was not inſulted with the proud 
=y of hoſtile eee. and his ne not 3 
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made llaves, tr sdtttted a crown, 9 tagt 
to the preſent ſoverei ien, ; ay "EY n _ | 
deſcendant, th 
That this muſt have bees the keutimen of He; 
and the opinion of the world in his time, is clear 
from the public aſſertion of that prince in his char- 
ter to the firſt Biſhop of Ely. There he calls his 
_ royal father *J/illiam the Great, who had ſucceeded = 
Elward the Cmfeſſor by bereditaty right.” The 
muth of this is further illuſtrated in the Liter en- 
| fulis or Domeſday book; begun! in 1080, Where in the 
name of Harold, as a king, is totally. omitted like 
that of Cromwell in our ſtatute book and reports.” 
But as Mr. Paine has heard William called the 
Conqueror, he muſt have owed his crown to the 
ſword alone, and not to the choice or approbation 
of the people. Moſt learned politician! when a 
man ſoars from "the Vale of obſcurity 'by the 
ſtrength of uncultivated nature, and at the fame 
time betrays a probity of diſpoſition, we overlook 
or regret the blunders that betray his want of edu- 5 
cation: But if his heart be as corrupt as his head 
is erroneous, we regard the impotent knave as we 
— a maimed tyger, eager but not able to injure” 7 
Secretary Paine, thinking it as eaſy to rove 
b the intricate maze of politics as to ſtitch a 
ſtomacher, teach the croſs row, ſnuffle and vociſe- 
rate in a ſermon-ſhop, guage a barrel of ſmall beer, 
or inflame a mob with his antiphraſtical common- 
lat, has had the' conſummate 2 to ſet 
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F 2 e | about PA 


066 0 


about tung the Britiſh" conſtititiog without a 

knowledge of our laws, , of our hiſtory, or even of 
our language. 

William, tlie legal inheritor of Edward the Gn 
. tranſmitted his crown with ſome, not unpre. 
cedented, deviation from the direct line of deſcent 
through the Norman, Plantagenet, „Tudor, and Stuart 
houſes to the prince of Orange. In that ſpace, 
comprehending! 622 years, we behold with the 

| patriotic pride of national genealogy, our anceſtors | 
ſometimes aſſerting their original Lee of re- 
ſiiſtance to regal oppreſſion. We ſee them dictating 
to an humble deſpot at Runnemede; we ſee them 
victoriouſſy bleeding at Lewes in the ſervice of free. 
dom, and inſtructing the captive Henry in the long 
Vviolated duties of royalty. In the famous vault at 
. "Ryegate we attended the ſage and bold conſults of 
aan Arundel; ' thence attend the patriot hero to 
Huarengay park, and finally forget our anguiſh for 
his ſufferings in exultation for the fate of Richard 
the Second, bis perſecutor, precipitated from a pol- 
luted throne. The mild virtues of Henry the Sixth 
make us regret his ruinous ductility, and command 
our pity for the man, at the ſame time we cannot 4 
dlame the ſpirit of his ſubjects, who depoſed the ux+ 
drious inſtrument of the cruel I/abella's ſecond hand 
tpyranny. We bleſs the arm that at Bofworth field 
DT diſpatched accompliſhed guilt in the perſon of our 
laſt Richard: And in paſſing over the bloody an- 
W of lama Flues and ao GE] Mar), 


* 
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id towiſh that their names too appeared 
on the liſt of fallen tyrants. We. indeed that are 
happy witneſſes of the bright aſſemblage of virtues 
that at preſent ſhed ſuch a luſtre around the Britiſb 
throne, cannot be indulgent reviewers of regal bi- 
ography. The pedantry and bigotry. of three of C 
our Stuart princes, met with a reſiſtance. that has 
immortaliſed the memory of a Selden, an Hampden;- 
a Ruſſel, and many more. But in all thoſe civil 
commotions the ſacred fabric of our conſtitution 
ſtood unſhaken, and the venerable office of royalty 
inviolate, until the choler of Calviniſm, and 
the ſour leaven of greaſy, handicraft levellers - 
excited ſuch a ferment. in the nation as inflated = 
original patriotiſm into rebellion. Under influencte 9 
of pulpit and pamphlet treaſon the murderous ſcaf - 
fold of M biteball was crimſoned with the blood of 
a once miſtaken, but reformed and virtuous: mo- 
narch. And ſuch of his afflicted offspring as were 
within the reach of triumphant rebellion, were 
doomed to be degraded to the rank of their ignoble 
perſecutors. It has been ſaid that one of thoſe 
royal ſufferers was reſcued: by a broken heart from 
ſeptennial ſery itude in a garret, under the diſcipline 
of a levelling mantua- maker, perhaps the great 
grandmother of Thomas Paine: nor is it unlikely - 
that at this moment he confidently looks forward to 
a day that it ſhall be in his power to ſend a moſt 
amiable e of e name cin as an 
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5 narchy, we mar clearly ſee, that bene an unne · 
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5 indented domeſtic to his loring couſin; , Goody ahn 
| at Thetford. I 
8 In this imperſect review of the Gogh 52 moves 
| ſince its firſt eſtabliſhment by the Saxons, we can- 
not ſee thoſe chimerical ſtrides of bloody conqueſt 
over a proſtrate people, which Mr. Paine has diſ. 
COVET red. . The high-ſpirited Britons preferred po. 
ver ty with independence within the barrier of Cn. 
brian and Cornihþ hills, to the fertility of their late 
7255 poſſeſſions, then tenable only under the yoke of 
hated foreigners, On their compulſive migration, 
0 the F axons had no people to eſtabliſh a government : 
: oyer, but themſelves; and how very. limited that go- 
8 vernment was, any man acquainted with their hiſto- 
a could infor m Mr. Paine. The ſame per 7 
perhaps be able alſo to explain. to him how Willian, 
4 Duke of Normandy , the neareſt; relative to Edward, 
the deceaſed king, except Ege 
ſiſters, who ſeemed to have totally relinquiſhed their 
claim, flew the uſurper of his late royal kinſman' . 
8 throne, and marched without oppoſition to London, 
where he received, with all the ancient rites and 
forms of inauguration, a crown. that was lawfully: won 
from the ſaid »/rrper, and cheerfully given by the pro- 
ple. Where then can Mr. Painefaſten his cobweb 
. line of conqueſt?” Down the political ſpider falls, 
255 with all: the excrementitious 1 of 9721 
=; caniſn. | 


In an kiflorical deduction of 8 Englih 


a 


zur Atheling, and his I 


/ 


aa deviation from the direct line of ficaiiior JJ 


was effected or attempted, the impolicy and injuſ- 
tice of the meaſure were ſure to be engraved on the 
breaſt of Albion, with the bloody lance of civil war. 
However, the dire ſcenes occaſioned by the in- 
trigues and competitions for the throne, or by re- 
ſiſtance to the cruel hand of unlicenced deſpotiſin, 
were not ſufficient 'to give the nation'a diſlike to 
kingly government. Even after the meck ſpirit of | 
republicaniſm had made itſelf well known all over 
this empire, the return of baniſhed royalty was hail 
ed with enthuſiaſtic joy. But theexperience of near 
ten centuries has finally enabled" 6ur" tate 3 
deviſe the wiſeſt means to prevent in future the un- 
due extenfion of prerogative, and at the ane time 


to ſecure ample authority and reſpect for the fove- 
reign. „Ee vile: bi | 


uare. Incaſe of infanc 
mind, a well-regulated regency is to become 5 
and ample ſubſtitute for incompetent royalty. In 
ſhort, there is hardly a caſe within the ver "ag 
tural or moral poſſibility, relative to the crown, for 
which the wiſdom of our eee oy £ 
made ample proviſiun. 5 
Page 87. Having cc were to 4 Mr. 
Paine ho and what William the Congueror was, 
and where and what he came From,“ I ſhall now 


briefly touch on ce the origin, ase and nature of 1 


vobat are called prerogatives.” When firſt the 
N e aſſociated individuals were ne- 


F4 e  ceſſarily 
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1 all 
neceſſary prerogatiye within due bounds;-v I 
| been, moſt happily effected ever revered be che 
memory of thoſe patriots who ſo, firmly ſecured the 
Poren deiii And the nature of prerogative 


vicious s energy of this writer has 
ration and regret. A pity it is ſuch powers were 
not well cultivated, and directed by honeſt princi- 

. Hcattacks tiller ms 0 partial ſhewn to aA 5 


7 


1 cebit ſubmitted 00 one common n umpire, 280 their 
public yindication againſt. the injurious conduct of 
an adjoining community, was committed to the 


erſon, he in prudence, muſt have ſtipulated 


| for a portion of authority ſufficient to give efficacy | 
| to his award in peace, and to his command in war. 


Thoſe, preliminary requiſitions were (Prerogata) 


aſked by the chief magiſtrate elect, previous. to his 


acceptance of . that. dignity. This 1 18 the origin of 
77 of it in this country, is that 


exerted to keep chat 


duly limited, to hold a gentle, but effective 
Oe a free people; or, when arbitrary, to 


| 5 wield the rod of deſpotiſm Over A Proſtrate, diſpirit- . 
— nation. In, the former ſtate it caſts a mild ra- 


the virtuous throne of Come the 


Third, but the jaundiced. eye of . repuMlicanſſm;can 
never imbibe the refulgent rays of patriotic rally. 


24 think it but candid to confeſs, that from the 
h to the ſeventy-fifth page incluſive, the 
s Excited my admi- 


Is * 


n 


mogeniture, ith the nerve of a inder nkie giant. "Th 
Every blow betrays an Herculean arm, but ee . 


ed in the maddening poiſon of a republican ſhirt. - 


The origin of our nobility lies even farther- — | 


in the receſſes. of antiquity than that of the Anglo 


Saxon monarchy, which was firſt inſtituted im this | 
iſland; for in the foreſts of Germany' our Sarbm an- 
ceſtors had exactly the ſame paths to nobility that "8 


wax. 


we have at this day, namely birth and e 


Native nobles, like our modern Horpardr, or Ne. 1 
villes, were called *Adelingi; thoſe that wert enno- - 


bled for their military atchievements, the Nodneys 
and Elliots of thoſe martial days, 


relochii; and thoſe that were fo diſtingui 


Fir 8 neter then called Con 


bled by writ, is no higher than the f 
the Third. The title of Due was not kn 


the eleventh of Edward the Third: That of . 
quis not before the reign of Richard the Second; 
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e named Her 5 
their wiſdom, like our Hardwick and Mansfield, . 
were ſtyled Aldermanni. The governors of counties, 
This laſt title William the 
and Conſul: 
and that was the only alteration he made in the Au. 
glo Saxon nobility. - The ſuperior gentry were 
called Thanes' by the Saxons, and Barons by the 
Normans. - The origin of our preſent med enno· | 


burt, like every other citizen, to tlie las. They 


N N 


nor was; ur a denomination of nobility before 
the eighteenth of Henry the Sixth. Hence it muſt 
be evident that no title of Eugliſb nobility exiſting 
at this day, could have ariſen “ out of a govern- 
ment founded upon conqueſt,” Even granting that 
this hobgoblin conqueſt, which is the tenties repeti. 
N tum burden of his hiſtorico political impoſture, 
were as true as it is falſe, we yet could not trace 
any of our preſent titles to that epott except that 
of '*Earl or Alderman, which, di termini æque ace 
Mert, implied aged wiſdom preſervinig e and 
diſpenſing Juſtice? within a certain diſtrict. Repub- 
5 lachs, er your unbluſhine champion, who 
"LY mple OTST 1 law, ho- 
a nefy, and tint eee 
Noblemen a Nb " truſted by” any body” in 
is We of their titles. They are not delegates or 
repreſentatives, therefore not accon table agents, 


fit with perſonal or original privilege i in one of the 
houſes of legiſlation,” their influence nor exclufive 
nor authoritative, but recommendatory: © They g0- 
vern no man by © perſonal,” or any other © right, 
| unleſs they happen to be in office, and that the com- 
5 2 may fill as well as the peer. But (page 71) 

: ough' all the vocabulary of Adam there 1s not 
Fn ſuch an animal as a Duke or a Count; neither 
* can we connect any certain idea with the words.“ 


an from Eon honour, Alderman From tt ol. ; . 
Glaſſa 1. 5 . | 


15 73 5 


What oreciian' in phraſe Wan N be. ©: 
cauſe there was no diſtinction of ranks while: there 
vas but one man, ſhould there be none among = 
ny millions? But even then chere did exiſt the 
only bille and note of precedence that could be de- 
viſed. Adam, as huſband, took the lead: When 
he became a father, the vocabulary of his titles in- 
creaſed, and his pre- eminence was raiſed a ſtep by T6 
the ſubmiſſion of his children; And they, in their 
turn, obtained from nature a ſubordinate ſuperiority 
according to the order of their birth. Had man- 
kind continued equal | in mind and body, no other 5 
honorary diſtinction than that of ſeniority, 0 flice, 
and parentality (if I may uſe; the expreſſion) oa oh 
to have, obtained in ſociety. But: it ſoon appeared 
that merit was not proportioned to years: And 
there never could be offices enough to reward the 
deſerving. Titles, therefore, have been deviſed as 


the leaſt expenſive meeds for the patriotic ſage, and 


the hero. Abel's virtues. raiſed him to be, with 
ſome ſitle of endearment and reſpect, the 5 
man in the firſt patriarchate, in degradation of his EY 
unhappy brother: And ſo has it continued 2 852 = 
pen ever ſince in every ſociety, from the ſimplicity 
of Lacedemon to the luxury of Perſepatis. . 9 
Mr. Paine ſeems to have borrowed 5 of his 
logic from Father Jobn Ball, who was the moſt 
literate champion for the rights of man” in the 
glorious days of Wat Tyler and Fack Straw. The 


5465. 


| [ | f dert & that reverend I ſermon, to the - 


| 

"8 I» 1 7 5 -# 6c Wahn Ss daf, . e 

3 Who was than, a gentleman?” | | | 
1 Exactiy Mr. Paine 9. ſentiment! In his letter t to os 


| _ inſurgent peaſants; of Eſſex, there i is a diſtich fo 
TS loyal, elegant, and ex plicit, that it would have 
. An appoſite motto for the Rights, of * 8 


ö 110 JI. N 


| 1 f 1 i Jobn, the miller; hath yground ſmall, ſmall, ſmall : "op 
"= ED 73 be king, fon, of Heaven, | ſhall pay for all.“ CE 
5 The IX hibalogy. of the laſt line, ſeems. to —— 
ii been the model on which our patriotic toaft-makers 
__ hays ee The preſident of republican revel- 
tters a political. inſtead of an ob ſcene double 
entendre, and it is wonderful hom Simkin's wine is 
improved by a well ee 11 5 en oceidere” 


£0 rat 


from the chair. 55 1 5 
3 hough Mr. Fans cannot affix 6 « A a certain idea” } 


_—_ to the term Duke, {C Count is not known among our 

4 Wn Engliſh: titles); it is to be hoped. he will not be of. 
feended with thoſe who conſider, it as expreſlive of 
an hereditary councellor 1 to the king... But wiſdom 
Ss not hereditary ; ; neither i 18 idiotiſm. The noble- 
man's eldeſt ſon i is as likely to be born with brains 

as the commoner s: And the advantages of educa - 
tion are generally y in favour of the former. Among 

15 two hundr ed and FAIL men. bred with all the didac- 1 
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tic nn of a aa nation, 5 . twenty- oF 
fix in particular are ſome of the moſt learned men 
in Europe, a wile and virtuous council may well be 
looked for. But, rejoins Mr. Paine, © Ariſtocracy 
ce has a tendency to degenerate. the Karnal ſpecies.” 
It may be fo, if like the Roman patriciany or Lord | 
William. and Lady Mary were not permitted to in 
termarry with commoners. But there out either 
lawfully or clandeſtinely, ſo many plebeian crofles 
with the high-blooded ſtrain. of peerage, that the 


patriotic | heart of our author has no juſt dale for 


alarm on that head. Beſides, as. ee the farc of ti- Ta 
tles“ is fo ſoon to follow the fate of fallen "eivatry, 
republicaniſm. needs not blow the 1 f of "fed! ton. 
for its finale. © £ te 15 
That hereditary titles. and lh wiege 
he calls it, are not of nature, . grant this n VOus, 
though unlettered polemic. My haſty ben ales 1 
not to combat him, but untruth; not to uſtify a 
party, but the whole of that ſociety by whole wiſe 
regulations I am alike protected from the 1 nſolence 8 
of the noble, and the rude violence of the plebeian. 1 
But gradations there ever were, and ever will be, 
in every ſociety, even the moſt ſavage. Fo! "We 1 
may as well conceive a flight of ſtairs without ſteps, | 
as a political aſſociation without any diſtinction: but 
that of office. Age, ſuperior abilities, virtue, and 
wealth, will ever create natural, moral, and civil 
inequalities among men. I do not, however, deny | 
= the om preference nd to of hn. Le. re was 


the | 
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_ kin wot of the feudal tree; and now dur i 
1 one has no longer exiſtence, that the ee 8 
fafely grabbed up if the nation were unanimous in 
the undertaking. But while a majority are againſt 
removing it, and the thing itſelf from its diſtant 
date has obtained a ſort of venerability, not mate- 
rally injurious to the community, that mag muſt | 
be a national enemy who endeavours to excite civil 
diſſention merely for the extirpation of ſo harmleſs. 
a prejudice. In a commercial country like this, 
the diſproportionate inheritance of real. property 
cannot be an evil of any magnitude. The induſtry | 
of the younger ſon, and the diſſipation of the elder, 
may, and often do, . * 2 25 \ rentals ark] 
both to an equality. OE i | 
But let us examine bos far Ilie ut wil in- 
fringed by transferring a man 's property even from 
all his children to a ſtranger, Nuſtice is an hea- 
venly plant, the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil in the Eden of well-governed ſociety. The law 
of nature is the trunk, and that of nations and the 
Fcivil lat the branches. The law of nature ad-. 
judges no property in a thing but occupative, 
which terminates on our death or perſonal derelic- | 
tion of it. The law of nations takes no cognizance 
of individuals. Therefore the only title we can have 
in he thing not a attached wu our per- 
| "0. 
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+ By this 1 mean not the . or Imperial ran low "rs 
the peculia code of er ery nation. | 
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ſons. i is by the Feit law ör the pan en 0 bf. 
the ſociety in which we live. * Now whether that 


law ordains that the father's property mall go to his 
youngeſt fon, as by borough Engliſb, or to his eldeſt, 
as by common law, or in Gavel among them all, as 
by the ancient cuſom of Kent, or e/cheat as in caſe 
of forfeiture, or revert to the common ſtock as had 
been the caſe in the infancy of ſome ſocieties, it can- 
not be mjuflice, becauſe the diſpoſal of private pro- 
perty is totally independent on the general determi- 
nation, or lat of the community in which the pro- 
prietor lives. Mr. Paine s humane rant in favour 
of younger children, puts me in mind of a dau- 
chee's heart- rending elegy on the death of his miſ- 
treſs s ſquirrel or lap-dog. But more diſguſting 
muſt be the cant of moral or political benignity in 
him who was the moſt unnaturally cruel of ee 10 5 


and the *xegative deſtroyer of his own progeny! 


His republican tornado next rages againſt bene | 
tithes, and the national creed. As their Lordſhips,, 
the Right Rev. Bench, have both law and learning on. 
their fide, I will not preſume to ſtand up for then 
againſt an unlettered aſſailant. Tithes I would be 
as ready to aboliſh as Mr. Paine, if a ſuccedaneous 
proviſion could be found for the clergy, the neceſ- 
ſary expounders a 2 of morality in the 


nation. — my ” old * profeſſion and 


e ; i 


* Qui non gignit able fure e et natura e pateſ quaſ vecidit, 
liberos; 8. * 
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| meolins; of. remaaral, * and- ſhould, 
therefore, by, the community. they ipſtruct, be ena- 
bled. to liye in cmfort, Tha. great inequality in 
Church N will, I truſt, be rectiſied by 
= the good.{ nſe and. juſtigg,of-theprelacy; long be- 
3 Mr. Pave or. I. get caponiſed d r 
pilleried) for our political duęubrations. 
What this {quinting ſon. of polemic. N 5K 
of © la held on tithe,” if I canjecture his meaning 
PE wright, is manifeſtly, err oneous..,.. Tithes/ate. not the 
tenth of the oil, but of its "hea cheref 
of the ence of improvement can le- 
Sally, nor indeed equitably fall on the. man Who is 
ſuppoſed to devote his whole time to the fervice of 
Soc, and the moral. inſtruction of his neighbours. 
"They are bound by gratitude liberally, to ptavide for 
their teacher; And leſt they ſhould fail in that duty, 
. the; law, has wiſcly ſtated. the quantum of 4 
pendiary contribution, namely che tenth of he 
fruits“ of the land, however laborious. and expenſive 
its. cultivation Many abuſes, it muſt be-confeſſed, 
have crept into the doctrine and management of 
5 tithes, ſince they were firſt confirmed to the clergy, 
by a legatine council under 10% an the year 787. 
However even the lay impropꝛiations eſtabliſhed by | 
a @ tyrant, whoſe memory merits deteſtation, have ri- 
pened into a fort of preſcriptive legality, which it 
Fl oh. now be difficult to overturn. But all this 
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re no part 


lands nor the neceſſity for a pie revolution to 
plunge her, like re ne boa berba⸗ 25 
rous maſſacre. en ro 
Page 78, — not the he of 
* jntolerance, bur the rounterßit of it.“ Here is. 
a pretty tolerable jumible of norifenſe!'” A counter- 
ſeit is a deceptive imitation: now if foleration bear 
that relation to mmtolerance; 5 under- 
ſtanding will tolcrate any n che fame 
page, and in the following; tliere i is a un ebe 
licum, ſpun with fore ingenuity ; but, I think, 4 
little your reaſoning will put this cunning callilt 
The bloody chronicles of the xc, reli- 

gion exhibit in almoſt every page the implacable 

| ferocity'of rival Es, which/evety v 


iſe legiſlate 
or remove: © The majority of every 
undoubtec right to ſway the minorit /, 
—— and opinion,” and; "if ne. 
ceſſary, to force them to ſubmit to ceptltations con- 1 
ducive to the general ſafety, and not wantonly in- 1 
croaching on the cr rights of ſocial man. —_— 
a citizen, under influence bf religious reveries, be- 
comes dangerous to the commi „it 
thoſe aber” in proportion to the pract cal hofflity 
of his ſectariſm to the public welfare and harmony. 
Should a preacher of this enlightened deſeription, 
(as heretofore has been the caſe) aſſert, that by the 
T1ghts of man, and eke of woman, all the neceſſities - 
and . of nature mw. to de n in 
5 FR =: JO , 


Fe „ Ys 


3 
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public, and ak it a matter of, ſeniple- to 2 * 
modeſt retirement of decency, would not the legif- 
lature be warranted by public. neceſſity and juikice, | 
in compelling him and his diſciples to the obſery. -. 
ance. of ſocial gelicacy? Hut ho much more ne- 
ceſſary is reſtriction where anti oonſtitutional poli- 
tiss are grafted, on the ſtock f religion, and pro- 
duce the maddening fruit of diſaffection; where - 
ſthle rebel - ſword is but too likely to be wielded by 
dee bold and mercileſs hand of the acglot againſt 
the eſtahliſned religion, laws, and gawernment. It 
we at any time fey his fanatic rage begin to fublide, 
we ſhould treat him accordingly. The trait-waiſt g 
coat of intolerance ſhould be removed, but not his 
chain, leſt it may be only a lucid interval, and he 
may again rant and foam 1 In, all his former rene 
Phrenſy. But if, after a long and ſtrict pr 
he ſeems perfectly recovered, let him gain keturn 
into the maſs of civil ſociety, | an enjoy every re- 
| ſpeck and privil q a PEA 


ger. 


This has po our © Gam Ro, e + 
45 firſt dawn of toleration in favour of the Catholics, I 
we narrowly watched, what uſe they were diſpoſed. 


. every W e in the ſervice of. 
5 Satire hes in ming the exaggerated whore 


bel adopt. a, d Waere of cw rhey 
dently lock for as ample a reſt * . 
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a ben of eitirens. But white he Difene' 
Beast is the high altar on which the britnſtone blaze | 
of repullicaniſm is conſccrated to the Geddes 0 
Diſcord, the union of « Church and State“ is às ne- 
ceſfary for the preſervation of our civil conſtitution, 

as that of breathing and ſuſtenance is for our natu - 
ral exiſtence. While every meeting or club in 


2 a 
A wy 


which difſenters: form a majority, breathes inte 5 


perance and rancour againft the temporal as well as 
ſpiritual eſtabliſhment of this country, is it fafe to 
give them more power? Who form the political 5 
juntoes that inſult and labour to ſu perſede our legif- 
lature? For the moſt part Diffenters and Infidets og 
avowed etiemies to our conſtitution; ſome of them, 
indeed, public deniers of its exiftence : but T know 
not whether their inflammatory miſſives can be 
traced to the private preſſes of M artvichſbire. There, 
however, a premature triumph over royalty and 
orthodoxy, involved them in vengeance eruelly ap- | 
propriate to the revilers and intentional ſubverters 
of our religion and laws. That, indeed, was not 
the bon jour, the political ſage of Fuirbill looked 
for. His innov ationary car proved nearly Pheton- 
tic: hurried almoft into the Jaws of flaming” de- 
ſtruction, he had a brilliant view of his favourite 
ochlocracy, The lover of ſcience may well drop 3 


tear oveluthe aſhies of a late valuable repoſitory of 
philoſophie treaſure : but the good citizen muſt alſo | 

regard with a mixture of pain and | pleafure the wan . 
don * of their country 's peace and union, 


„„ 8 
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( US - 
puniſhed by the lawleſs hand of infurreQion. May 
the riors of Birming bun prove a timely warning to 
- ſtate, as' well e to thoſe who labour to overturn 

Mobs are Kelle; and in their: nature hoſtile to 
Sq ſecurity” and government. 20 Varium & nu- 
"8 fabi“ vüLGbts. a he conflagrations of War- 
 wickſhire were but a flaſh in "the © pan: Next time 
the whole contents of rebellion” s tube may be fatal · > 
75 ly diſcharged ; Whether by the hand of C Old Fewry | 
innovation, or that of pretended loyalty, would be 
5 indifferent to the pio trate genius of our religion 
bz and royerninent. F N I 
Bur has the conflagration of Fick defiroyed a 
ſin a line of genuine patriotiſm or philanthropy? 8 
The intemperate partiſan cannot be a | patriot: nor 
can the Speiniau Who oſtentatiouſly degrades toa le- 
vel With Socrales, Confucins, and himſelf, the un- 
deified Feſus, „or the Republitan iluminationiſt who 
would obliquely \ inſcribe uſurpation on the lawful 
_ atid virtuous Leeptre of George the Third, be a real 
friend to his country, or to mankind- The gvilty 
ambition of being pointed out as the head of a ſect, 
and the pillar of a party, has perverted | talents, 
which, under better direction, might have been a 
permanent benefit and honour to humanity. 
Neither the eſtabliſhed religion, , nor the law of 
| Engiaid interfere . between ſoul of man and its 
e naler. The Diſſenter may groan or cjaculate 
in his conventicle as long as he pleaſes, without ins 
Erfu PEA: Buri in . e 5 or the 9 he 


1 if 
* E 
1 
3 1 
, 7 * 
. 
* i 
* 
7 
. 
11 
«<< 
4 
1 
» \ 
; : 
| 16 
. 
x | 
| "4" 
*@. 
«Ht * * 
1 4% 
" &+ * a 
**« 
rl $ 
5 1 . , 
> 
4 "I 
. : 
8 p 
1 
7 1 
_. |. 
„ * 3 
: 
41 v* 
1 " 0 
ba 
TW. | 
74 
4 7-4 
| + iN 
FI 
4 Ws 
* Y 
4-8 
* * 
25 
£X* Ul 
#* 44 
P 
1 © * 
R 174 
N. I 
\ 5 
* 
. 
* 85 * 
iir 
4 . 
[ Mp 
0 


* * 


n 


, would be a very PONY inmate, "able 1 gulli. A 
cal creed even refines on thoſe republican principles. f 


33 


that in the laſt century overturned, our, conſlitution. | 


Were he forbidden tor xf, Coch in bis own way, it 
rapnical.qbtruſion hetween him 1 8 
Bag to Prevent gs fz Lil comme. 

try by profe e 4  hoſtiliry againſt 1ts,, goyernment in | | | 


would indeed be FN 
and his maker. 


Church and State, is but, ſell dere To, ex 
clude ſuch a man , from. Wavy Kigniries, and offi- 


cial emolument, is not ſtepping between him and 


-- 


Cod, but rather between him anc Mammon 10lt + 


but a neceſſary engroſſment of power, and with t 


of the © loaves and Hoe. 1  hing ite lachryne.. ö 
That monopoly i is the chief | grievance to afflict and | 


irritate our public-ſpirited Republican, . S's 
It is not, however, che intriolic reprehenfibilicy, 
of any religious creed. c or moral ſi yltem of theology, 


that warrants this partial exclufion, from civil ade, * 
vantages lt! is fate neceſſity ; the Proviſien of the. 


majority of the nation for their own ſafety, anply. 


warranted by the law of Nature. Were that. majag. 
rity profeſſors of Socinianifm, or & Arianifm, or 
| Pelagianiſm, or of any other iſm that diverſifies i 


ancient or modern economy. of Chri/tiauity,. they, 


would be fully juſtified in ſhutting out from — . 
power a juſtly ſuſpected minority of any other ſect, 


on the principle of - ſelf- preſervation, We ive 
every moral aſſurance that the objeQtionable prin- 


ciples of Engliſh and Iriſb papiſts are now no more: 
but the ene crudities that affected Difenters ? 
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"bk the laſt century, ſeem not yet purged off. The 
political! homilies of the Old Fewry, the delibera- 


tions and reſolutions of the Crown and Anchor, the 
55 Birminghan hand Bille, cum multis aliis, ſnew how 
our monarchy, nobility, and hierarchy, ſtill grips 
the republican conſcience of every Praiſe-God Bure. 
bone, He now conforts with the #nfidel beneath the | 
ſecret roof of ſeditious confederation, and piouſſy 

| quaffs with the profligate latitudinarian a bumper to 


the ſubyerſion of Church and State, This, indeed, 
4s going FO farther than his good predeceſſors of 
the prote orate, who: never coaleſced with cotem- 
pPorary Deifie. Now while wary treaſon mutters the 
Yeaſt the ſagacious circle literally hin, ſome for 
the bloody eſtabliſhment of their own religion, others 
forthe deſtruction of all. Are theſe men to be 
truſted? Are we not rather to fear the birth of a 
new monſter, a deſtructive © mule-animal” (thanks 
to Mr. Pains happy coinage) from the unnatural 
union of puritaniſin and infidelity ? For the tinſel of 
Voltaire thus attached to the ſombre plainneſs of 
Calvin, I can find no compariſon but the, tawdry 
gear of our Chimney cee pers in their annual pro- 
ceſſion. Let every friend to the preſent conſtitution 
beware leſt the political ſweepers of the Crown and 
Anchor rear the prickly broom of inſurrection, and 
inſtead of clearing the flues, plunder and deſtroy 
(as under as rk ) the ſacred. nen a oa 
. VJ 
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| Herez however, it would be TO ii. 
tice in me, not to admit, nay, publicly to declare, 
that in the long catalogue of religious difſent among = 
us, there are not only individuals, but whole lets 
chat merit in general the approbation both of Hea- 
ven and of earth. From his inexplicable creed, the 
Nuater draws leſſons of practical morality, which 
ſeem to put all the Chriſtian world beſides the | 
bluſh. Even among our Calvinifts, e and 
other State-mending Diſſentert, inembers may be 
named, whoſe abilities as men, and fidelity as citi- 
zens, deſerve eyery reſpect and advancement: but 
it is the conduct of the majority of any deſcription, 
that affixes a character and thoſe good ſubjects, an 
humble minority indeed among their vehement bre- 
thren, like a few ſcattered tulips accidentally bloom 
ing in a-nettle-bed, are neceſſarily, though unde- 
ſervedly, conſigned to negle&. In the political | 
medley. of the Croton and Anchor alſo, there appear 
a few bright'characters, cre/d notandi, that would, if 
_ poſlible, redeem their dark companions from pub- 5 
lic hatted and ſu picion. But the original co- opera · : 
tion of the virtuous, yet miſtaken,  Hiimpden, reſcues 
not che memory of Cromwell from the eternal in- 
' famyof a traltor and a tyrant. Some men, at firſt 
real friends to the exiſting conſtitution of their cbun- 
try, charmed by the viſored fiend of ſedition perſon: 
ating the genius of patriatiſm, have unwittingly min- 
gled in the myſterious pre paratives for a Briliſ re- 
volutioh, wild and Oy. as 1 of I Ry 
35 | OE: 1 within 
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 inflomgnghe {cyt guhaly vil. bein wembles | 
bor ah rhaeatened Walls. Like geſſtolen child de. 


g formed med . Þy NI ctew, thei miſled mind of the | 
boneſt citizens anſenfibly afſimilaied-ro that of the 
PAY Feen him. 


an cen cup ge ferkin's s Hun. ee 
A  debayched herſelf, ands te cue rn of 


pling and, 35 This FTE BIR. 4 0 rn 


_ Mr. Pater, in his parellel between Trante or hs. 
ricaand Great Britgin, may be compared to an under- 


taker whocorppreſles the mangled bodyof a giant into 
5 the coffin of a d. Hrilain has, by che wiſdom, pa- ; 
5 triotiſm and induſtry. of her children, long towered 
among nations the admired, theatre:of freedom and 
proſperity. Bux. 
ſtitution, the never violently deſtroyed any of thoſe 
| feudal cuſtoms, and prejudices. that had taken deep 
root under that venerable fabric, wiſely thinking it 
better to prune and trim them as well as ſhe, could, 


of 


in occaſiogally improving her con- 


than to overturn. the building by tearing themup. 
A aft ter the had Nate her {HON 


* 


5 * Were . e bop 1 „ 
| Crown and Anchor, it would be neceſſary to. inform, 8 future 
ve __ His name was—Simkin. | 


mation . without one feudal cyon within "ty 
her territory: and never may wealth, faſcinating ora-. 
ory, nor the plume of martial glory, enable one or 
more of her children to deſtroy the freedom of all 


the reſts But ſhe may as well thikk'of humbling | 
the en mountain 76 the level of the low 


4 2? 


nal gradition 5 
and fupericriny bum an Aadlr and proſperous com- 
monwealth. Valour"in the field or on the ocean, | | 
wiſdom in the ſenate, Or diplomatic addreſs in fſo- 

reign courts, will ever entitle a man to the gratitude 


and reſpect of his fellow-citizens: and of that ſome : | 


viſible token will be given, Whether a ſtatue; c civic 
| crown, or Blue ribbon, which ſeeims to excite ai much 
rage in Mr. Paine as a red one docs in a Turkey bock, 
is of no conſequence. | Nature Will not fail to extort 
from a grateful community ſome permanent diſtinc- 
tion for her meritorious minioh : and it was the en- 
vious cant of grovelling republicaniſm that blaſted 
the budding, well-earned honours of the Cinch. 5 
But, though I contend: that any conſtitution worth | 
preſerving, ſhould not be overturned in order to re- 
move ſo trifling an inconvenience as that of beredi- FL 
tary nobility, I think-thoſe who have a nen one to 
| cſtabliſh, ſhould not adopt it. 
+ Nobilitas ſola of atque unica vit. 5 15 
ne I believe it never will come in my way - 


to aſſiſt at the organization of a new conſtirutional | 


4 _"_ like * Paine, I be conſtraicigd to fly 


i — 
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fro debt * dy to Nero South Wales, arid the 
bt iſts there happen to become independent under 
the wing of ſome grrat and guad ally, either Queen 
Oberra, or ſome other ruler of the Friendly lands, or 
Lee Boo's royal ſire of the Pelerv. In that caſe] | 
may perhaps addreſs a ſecond-Utopia or Atalintis to 
Generul (George Barrington, and through his excel. 
lency be able to influence the Botanic Congreſs to | 
create none but a life eſtate in nobility. m.. A 
| But bee Jong emboweggd in a feudal. 8 
per 2s, and gradually clearing the 
; parterre of hel with one violent exertion disfo- 
reſted the whole, and left the tender plants of free- 
| dom expoſed to the blight of democracy. No parity 
therefore can yet exiſt between the infant ſtates of 
Antrica; and their blooming mother; and much 
leſs between us and the impetuous anarchs of a 
x TRY ese. ae ee 1 une, eee . 
L * call ite. if 
Ina the tigtity-fouth page dep en a 5 
te the Parliament in England, in both its bratithes, 
ie was erected by patents from the deſcendants of the 
1 camnneror; and that the Houſe of Commons 
did not originate as a matzer of right in the people 
e to delegate or elect, but as a grant or bon. 
good hiſtory of England, and a copious doſe of Hel- 
lebore, would be the moſt neceſſary : boonꝰ for this 
plauſible dreamer. Whether there was any ſurt of 
repreſentative authority in the Saxon Micel gemole, 


or in the commune cuncilium regni under William tbe 


6 „* 
Firſt; I cannot abe upon me to determine: heithet 
does it appear to me eaſily aſcertainable; whether 
there exiſted any regular privilege delegation even to 
our parliaments previous to the memorable victory 
of the Barons, at Lewes, in 12643 nor does i it ſeem ts 
have been exerciſed even for ſome thirty years after. 
But in 1264, Simon Mon ford, a real champion of 
freedom, ſummoned, in the name of Heuty the Third, 
then in that noblernan's cuſtody, two citizens to be 
deputed by every city, two burgeſſes by every bo- 
rough, and two knights to repreſent every county of 
the kingdom in parliament. Was that a patent?” 
Was it * a boon” from the deſeendants of the Con- 
queror? No, great politician; it was a matter of 
« right, of civil rigbt, eutorted by the aſſertor of 
plebeian freedom from an humbled nnn ne- 
ceſſarily confirmed by his ſucceſſors. 1721 
In the ſame page he obſerves, ith . 


3 * nation is always named before the king.“ The =, 
citizens are the nation; the king is the firſt citizen; 


_ and: ſhould therefore be named firſt. He ſays it is 

4 Ja loi; le roi. If he underſtood grammar, I could 5 
prove to him, in his own way, the philological i „ 
propriety. of that collocation alſo, for the maſeuline is 
more worthy than the feminine. Beſides, the king 
is prior to the law, for his conſent is its final ratifi- 
cation. Therefore he may take the lead of the la 
in terms, without any political anomaly. Though 
the nation be the fountain of an m 3 
lions andthe 2 « the TT there can-quitly ß 


2 


„ 5 


be no law till it ks paſſed him; as Ga and 
te rill, the king and the law, will found 1 274 
8 be none but the republican cr” Few" FF. Bo 
le has brought us anothef great improvement # 
from Paris. It i is not the royal faſhion'there to ſay | 
| my aſſembly," "but the aſſembly.” The father of his 
people is not 0 by the ſtern inſenfibility of 
poo to ſa ay my children, nor my great council 
or aſſembly : but no ſuch. importations will take at 
3 . Janes 5, nor at E Siepben. 4. Therefore, good 
political pedlar, pa: K up your Wp ee 
aa depart while you may. TOR — 
In page 87, we are confdeniYy told that "My; 
Paine has * had an opportunity” of reading the 
ſecrets'of courts, and that none deſpiſe monarchy 
ſo much as courtiers. I have known a travelled - 
gentleman who was a very great Bouncer, vulgo 
U icenced Lr. His invention would ſometimes 
ft with ſuch byperboles' as even to put his i impu- 
dence to the bluſh, and make him boggle in his 
narrative. We may diſcover a ſimilar effect from 
this High- lived figment of Maſter Paine s. In his 
life there is no mention made of his having viſited 
any of the Indian kings or their copper courtiers, 
nor having been journeyman to the queen of France's | 
ſtaymaker. Whence then could have ariſen his 
| "knowlege of courts? Self. convicted and-abaſhed at 
the extravagance of his own falſehood, he abſurdly 
Intimates that the more familiar a folly is to a man, 
he more ridiculous 1 it * ſeem to him; inconſider- 6 
| 2 Be 2 


33 > 


* e e A, in (cilih 1 in * arts. 
credendum) ſyſtematically * oppoſes #t narchy ;” 3 and. 
doubtleſs from profound inveſtigation. tells, us that 
courtiers are ſuch merry en: . % « es 1 

6c nothing” at all. 


4 5 15 Mt? 
3 


if hereafter cher ſhall have | happily ſtumbled, there 
on any thing worthy. of imitation, equal] yh N dels, | 
and reprehenſible may every effort prove to prevent. | 
its adoption in this country. But to follow. Arc, y 
Paine in his hiſtory of the French revolution, and 
pompous deſcant on the French gonſtitutign, not 05 
yet in exiſtence, would be like attending n inf nt 
urchin in his tottering purſuit of a butterfly, rap. 
attempt to graſp the unſubſtantial ſplendour ws. of '& _ 
rainbow. Let before 1 enter on the . miſcellas Os, 
chapter,” his coup de grace for tortured, expiring. - 
monarchy, I will make a remark, or two on the 
Gallic. © declaration of rights,” In this compoſi· 
tion chere is a di gnity of language and ſentiment 
that I admire, while conviction Props * * 
controyert a few of its principles. 

Article I. Men are born and abs 'A J Continue 
ce free and equal. in reſpect of their rights, Civil 
7 diſtinctions therefore can be founded only on... 
0 public utility. 
In another 


226 ie dn 


art 8 3 a L hone: e 


voured to wa that ch a at baden. off „ 
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: men nen is he en een co 


K a 


, woch leſs an omality of rights wit his 


IN Kt IVES 


1 bent of ay political 3 


— F : * 
. 


s the! preſervation" of the natural a0 lille 
. rights of man ; and theſe are POP 
20 rity, and reſiſlance of oppreſſion.” . 


nen 


If, through the blunders of a very bad 8 


Fean diſcern the original meaning of this article, 
it accords not with my ſentiments. Liberty is not 
: a right; it is the boon or privilege of God to man. 


-\Property | in aught but what is immediately at- 
ached' to our perſons, is not of natural, but of 


cuil inſtitution. Securiſy either of perſon or pro- 
| Petty; as enjoyed in ſociety, is artificial, not natural. 


Mance to oppreſſion is only a branch of that pri- 


vilegial liberty given to man by that author of #na- | 


ture; and occafionally directed by inflint?.” Or if 


ee it? 17 5 $4 
Article Vi. — «All beings * in its "00 
© law's) fight, are (equally eligible to all honours, 


places, and employments, according to their dif- 
< ferent abilities, without any other diſtinction than 


© that created by their virtues and talents.”  - 


The poor man has no cautionary depoſit in ſo- K 


ciety for his fidelity in office; nor is he exempted 
by independence from the corruption of bribery, 


whether from a foreign or dome ſtic hand. He 
therefore is not as eligible to a place of truſt as che 


ere * and is a ſtranger 
I. 


per portion of ſuch over 


% 


th 5 


> dill which may lead the ne ER 

man, though not originally leſs hone thay he, in- 

to amis ee A official treachery. © 
Aauci ut No- man zupht-co- be mokeſted. oh 


* 


In this 2i-be-clauſe of the . of e the 
wincing . ro EnCounters wag Mothe 
Church and State.” NR 192 demi tits 
On the ee 145 lat dd 1 ond re- 23, 
- mark that the right of property being armiſiriui it 
may be legally altered or aboliſned by che hand 
that made it, and that too on ſome occaſions witch · 
out , a Previous indemnity.” 1 rte 0 

or more citizens happen to acquire, even by the 
own induſtry, an ee Bene nee : 
ly to ſocial happineſs or freedom; I thin a G, 

chian law may juſtly . e confiſcate a pro- 

Gun and dangeroushwe- | 
perty. Now examine we the laſt ſection of this | 
* itical ener gt 


its own-candemnati 3 
that Mr. Burke ps not trace eee 
its origin. I, who am hardly a ſafyr to that ihne - 
7100, have attempted it : probably the reader Now 
knows vith what ſucceſs. Phe; e i ak 
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- Ja tht rent page, with his wotted: good breed- 
n to-the fair ſex and to royalty, Mr. 
Paine calls William the Firf © the fon of a pro- 


c ffituls. »The amiable Arlot, it muſt be confeſ- 


ſed, had unconditionally yielded her virgin charms 


to Duke Robert: but ſhe ſoon completed by her vir- 


tues, a conqueſt which her beauty had only begun; 


and as * wife continued to diſplay thoſe mental and 


perſonal attractions which had-made her highly 
eſtimable even when mifreſs. In ſome time. after 
Robert's death, ſhe married Herlain, a diſtinguiſhed 
nobleman of Normandy, by whom ſhe had Odo, 


| Biſhop of Hayeux, Robert Earl of Mortaigne, and 
Emma the mother of Hugh Lupus, Earl Palatine of 


Chefter. Was this pygſlitution? No but what 
mpardonable with the republican—ſhe was 


the motber of a King. That, and his unnatural en- 
mity to the fair, could have been Mr. Paine's only 


motives to ſuch falſe calumny againſt the memory 


of a fine woman. Yet ſacred from the pen of can- 
did retort ſhall be the aſhes of 1 boneſt, ene 


unhappy parents. 
In page 139, he ſays, with frnilar veracitys "I 


William obliged the Engliſh to call him their © ſo- 
vereign lord,” though it is well known he was, in 
that particular, one of the moſt modeſt of our prin- 


ces, for WW: ulielmus, rex Anglorum, „ WAS on moſt 
W allumed. $5003 wes 810 


* Ingulphus, l. 6. E. 15 | Br aqua Jute nw loc habuite 5 


Mar, Paris. 


0 Lit. fol. J. 4. 


16 


In the next page, he profoundi d bſerves, *there 
« is a naturalimpoſſibility of wnniting” in the ſame 
«- perſon, the prifciples of freedom and the prin- 

« ciples of daſpotifnõ egen Dani#l ! But 
how does that appły to the” King 


virtuous object of this ſe 


malignity? He has, it is true 


of "England, the 
dbler's moſt inveterate 
n electorate on the 


continent; the government of which is not ſo litfut- 
ted as that of Britain. Does that imake him arbi- 


trary here? Such: political incongruities cant ak. 
ways be remedied. Has this caviller eve Wuſed 
the eſtimable preſident of the Hnericaus c 
for ſtalking the inconſiſtent deſpot of ſome ul 


„ 
* 


ſand nzgro flaves ? Beſides: his Majeſty tis nr 
reſided inthis German dominions; nor, if he had, 
could it give any juſt alarm to his ſubjects of rat 
Britain, the outlines of his prerogative here; being ſo 
clearly delineated, that they cannot without imme - 


ee family governs” there. 


H 


\ 


diate danger be tranſgreſſed. But neither ſex; rank 
or virtue, however exalted; are ſacred from. the au- 
dacious calumny of this Thiyſttess Even t ex- 
cellent Q—-n muſt have her ſhare of his rep 
lander. The boors of Mecklenbureh are in a ſlate: 
of vaſſalage. What then? Why her- Majeſtys 
And what then? Why 
ſhe has, of courſe, inſtilled into the tender minds 
of the Pr—ce and his royal br—th—rs, the deſ- 
potic principles of that country! This is only the 
faint whine of treaſon: Let it grow a little bolder 
and then ſhall you hear it outroar the n. 
5 From 


2 8 
a 
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From page 148 to 1 55, he exults in the aſſumed 
poverty of his native land, and the proſpect of na- 
tional bankruptcy, which he kindly preſents to his 
countrymen. But the flouriſhing ſtate of our com- 
merce and finances, is a much better anſwer to his 
fallacious malignity, than any calculations of mine. 
Of fiſcal and political arithmetic J indeed have 
very little knowledge. Even in my own very li- 
mitted concerns I am a moſt indolent financier. 
Beſides, the national debt has no immediate concern 
with the conſtitutional poſitions, in defence of 
- which I have taken up my humble pen: and that I 
will lay down, after a few general obſervations, 
much, I dare ſay, to the reader's wiſh, and not * 


little to my own. 


There are certain epochs in the hiſtory of Hes 
marked by the ruinous effect of ſome fanatic. cant, 
or popular infatuation, which, if timely checked 
by the ruling powers, would have riſen neither to 
public guilt ora name. But emboldened by im · 
punity, and ſtrengthened by the favourable concur- | 
rence of unlooked for circumſtances, it has ſpread 
ruin and devaſtation where it had firſt been unhap- 
pily deſpiſed. Enthuſiaſm is the moſt communi- | 
cable of paſſions : Even the affectation of it will 
kindle the reality in a ductile, deluded crowdi—- 
Once did Peter the Hermit, inſtigate mankind to 
murder for the glory of God, and pervert the generous 
ardour of Europe to all the barbarities of unpro— 
voked war, John of Leyden, a high · minded taylor, 


1 8 


has ſince ſoared from his ſnop- board into the pro- 
phet's car, and by the levelling incantation of na- 
tural equality and rights, led an infatuated multi- 
tude to rebellion and maſſacre. Now comes Tom 
of Thetford, another croſs- legged miſſionary, with 
the mellowed cant of ſedition, and the © rights of 
man” glatifigly inſcribed on the bloody cap of 


treaſon. - Reſolute as a Damien, and bigotted as a 


Clement, he begins to be truly dangerous under the 
cool and ſyſtematic patronage of certain ſocieties. 
The train once laid nothing will be too . or 
wicked for ſuch aſpiring villainy. . 
The ſtrong mind is commonly actuated by am- 

bition, or good or evi], as the cheek may be tinged. 

with the glow of health, or the hectic fuſh of 
mining diſeaſe. Great abilities rouſed and directed 
by virtuous ambition, exalt man to rival the | 
glory of angels: but when the oppoſite fpirit holds 


the helm of ſuch powers, it is only within the foul * 


portals of hell that a parallel can be found for its 


nefarious exertions. Nature ſhudders at the giant= 


caricature of humanity, and exclaims with horror, 


« Is that ſtalking monſter mine?” This country, 


which, under the protective wing of Providence, 
has not, ſince the rueful days of Cromwell, felt the 


earthquake ſtep of towering parricide, ſhould now. 8 
beware of many a riſing Marius, who thirſts for 


| Patrician blood; of many a ripening Bradſhaw 
whoſe /entence may elſe be ſoon written in the broad 
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and bloody characters of we . 4 rights 


Already have the pioneers of inſurrection, the 


| buſy precurſors of civil commotion, begun to figure 
on the political ſtage. Why, therefore, not cruſh 


inſtead of deſpiſing thoſe diminutive harbingers of 
rebellion? Though they be now but atoms waſted 


on the fetid breath of diſoffection, they may ſoon 


grow into hornets that would /ig Io death the Bri. 
1% Lion. The republican faction that overturned 
the conſtitution, and uſurped the government of 
this empire in the laſt century, compoſed not a 
tenth of the nation. They made up for the defici- 
ency of numbers by their fanatical reſolution and 


induſtry. The ſame tragedy is now in rehearſal 
under a new title, The levellers of that age be- 
gan nearly in the ſame manner, and with the ſame 


prologue of the equality” of all men, that has been 
adopred by their brethren of this day. Thoſe even 
ſcrupled, as 7befe will ſoon, to pay rent to their fel · 


low creatures, under the novel text of the unity 
of man: And the gifted politicians of Barebone's 
_ parliament denominated the common Lato a badge of 
conqueſt and of Norman ſlavery. 


Are thoſe returning ſymptoms of rebellion to be 


. deſpiſed? Sir Thomas Windham, ſo early as the 


year 1636, predicted what the traiterous ſpirit of 


fanaticiſm would attempt, and in melancholy fore · 
fight of the diſaſters that enſued, charged his five 
ſons, on the ſacred obſervance due to the injunc- 


tions 


( 101) 


tions of a dying parent, ever to adhere faithfully to 
the crown, that penny metaphor ſo deſpiſed a9 
inſulted by Thomas Paine, 

To deny the preſent exiſtence of it and 
methodical diſloyalty in this country, would be to 


imitate, if not exceed Trajan incredulity at Ca- 


ira's warnings. May not ſuch falſe ſecurity devote 
Britain to the blaze of rebellious conflagration ! 
The proper time for prevention has not yet elapſed. 
But defer it a little longer, and the gentle ex- 
poſtulations of magiſtracy will be deſpiſed as the 
parley of puſillanimity; its threats as the feeble lo- 
quacity of a /uperannuated government, and its neceſ 
fary coercion reſiſted with all the impious fury of 1645. 
To prevent the inundation of treaſon, ſtem in 
time the ſwelling ſtreamlet of republicaniſm. But 
that alone would be no more than a temporary re- 
medy, like paving a quickſand without cutting the 
neceſſary drains. Let our patriotic miniſtry deviſe 
the moſt prudent, but effectual means for the aboli- 
tion of borough traffic. That done, and a few more 
crooked boughs lopped off the conſtitutional tree, 


they may confidently bid defiance to their own ene- 


mies, and to thoſe of an empire that owes principally | 
to them its preſent unequalled proſperity, _ 
I beg the indulgent reader's permiſſion, before I . 


conclude, to eke out my prolixity a line or two 


more with apologiſing for that and my incorrect- 
neſs. What he has read, is the haſty, though not 
brief, effort of unaccompliſhed loyalty, to extract 


dial urgency of the e e nor r my oben aper 
ing avocations for. the ſhort period of its exccu-. 
time neceſſary even for an 
ce any thing fit to encounter 
ion of taſte; much leſs the 


deliberate 


eee ce, in im. 
puting my watmath to als * good 
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